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In 1999 just four companies produced 20 percent of the hogs sold in the United States. Below is an excerpt from a new report by NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council) and the Clean Water Network that offers a brief overview of these companies’ environmental problems.

Smithfield Foods

Virginia-based Smithfield is the nation’s largest pork producer. The company raises about 12 million hogs per year, and enjoyed $3.8 billion in sales in 1999. Contractors raise Smithfield hogs in Colorado, Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah and Virginia.

· Smithfield Foods facilities have had three manure spills of more than 1 million gallons each between 1995 and 2000.

· More than 30 other incidents attributed to poorly managed waste have either produced pollution or created a significant risk of manure storage lagoon failure, including discharges, ponding of waste on fields, malfunctioning discharge pipes, and inadequate lagoon storage capacity. 

· Environmentalists have sued the company in at least three states for causing public health problems and polluting groundwater.

Contigroup-Premium Standard Farms

Missouri-based Premium Standard Farms is the nation’s second largest hog producer. The company raises 3.8 million hogs annually for markets in Missouri, Texas and North Carolina. Premium Standard Farms declared bankruptcy in 1996, but in 1998, Contigroup (formerly Continental Grain) bought 51 percent of the company, and merged the two companies’ pork production. Last year Forbes magazine ranked Contigroup, which has annual sales of $10 billion, the nation’s ninth largest privately held company. 

· Premium Standard Farms operations have discharged 476,000 gallons of manure in 52 spills since 1995. The spills have killed more than 268,000 fish. One incident alone killed all aquatic life in an 11-mile stretch of Mussel Forks Creek in Missouri.

· In 1998 and 1999, a citizens group and the Environmental Protection Agency sued the company for air and water pollution law violations. In April 2000, EPA issued a “notice of violation” against seven Premium Standard facilities in Missouri for Clean Air Act violations.

Seaboard Farms

Headquartered in Kansas, Seaboard Farms is the nation’s third largest hog company and produces more than 3 million hogs annually for markets in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas and Colorado. In 1998, Seaboard had $1.8 billion in sales. 

· Pipeline errors and over-application of manure on fields have led to three major pollution incidents at a Seaboard facility in Oklahoma. An environmental group has sued the facility for water pollution violations and failing to report its ammonia emissions. 

· Seaboard operations in Oklahoma also have contaminated drinking water wells with high levels of nitrates. EPA issued an emergency order to Seaboard in June 2001 requiring it to provide safe drinking water to area residents and hog factory employees.

Prestage Farms

North Carolina-based Prestage Farms, the nation’s fourth largest hog corporation, raises its hogs in Mississippi, Alabama and North Carolina. 

· The state of Mississippi fined the company after it over-applied animal waste on land on several occasions. 

· More than 500 residents who live near Prestage farms in two Mississippi counties filed a $75 million class action lawsuit against the company, citing asthma, migraine headaches and other health problems caused by air pollution from Prestage’s hog factory farms, processing plants and meat packing facilities.

###

The Natural Resources Defense Council is a national, non-profit organization of scientists, lawyers, and environmental specialists dedicated to protecting public health and the environment. Founded in 1970, NRDC has more then 500,000 members nationwide, served from offices in New York, Washington, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. More information is available through NRDC’s Web site at www.nrdc.org.
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