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    Banned in the European Union and clearly linked to harm to wildlife and potentially to humans, the pesticide atrazine provides little benefit to offset its risks. In 2009, NRDC analyzed results of surface water and drinking water monitoring data for atrazine and found pervasive contamination of watersheds and drinking water systems across the Midwest and Southern United States. This May 2010 report summarizes scientific information that has emerged since the publication of our initial report and includes more recent monitoring data.

Approximately 75 percent of stream water and about 40 percent of all groundwater samples from agricultural areas tested in an extensive U.S. Geological Survey study contained atrazine. NRDC found that the U.S. EPA's inadequate monitoring systems and weak regulations have compounded the problem, allowing levels of atrazine in watersheds and drinking water to peak at extremely high concentrations.

The most recent data confirms that atrazine continues to contaminate watersheds and drinking water. Atrazine was found in 80 percent of drinking water samples taken in 153 public water systems. All twenty watersheds sampled in 2007 and 2008 had detectable levels of atrazine, and sixteen had average concentrations above the level that has been shown to harm plants and wildlife.
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      Americans Desperately Need Help. The Latest Coronavirus Stimulus Package Is a Good Start. 
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Expert BlogUnited StatesGina McCarthy

              
              
            But future packages need to make sure that polluting industries aren’t treated with more deference than average citizens.
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      Looming Government Shutdown Puts Public Safety and Health at Risk
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Expert BlogUnited StatesManish Bapna

              
              
            The House majority must do their job before people are forced to pay the price.
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      Regenerative Agriculture Part 4: The Benefits
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Expert BlogUnited StatesArohi Sharma, Lara Bryant, Ellen Lee, Claire O'Connor

              
              
            The regenerative agriculture movement is reviving an Indigenous approach to agriculture and flipping the narrative to show how agriculture can help restore ecologies, fight climate change, rebuild relationships, spark economic development, and bring people—consumers AND farmers and ranchers—joy.
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                  When you sign up, you’ll become a member of NRDC’s Activist Network. We will keep you informed with the latest alerts and progress reports.


              

    

  



  
      

      


      

  




  

  
    
      
        
                      

  




                

                                	
                  About NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council)
        
              
	
                  Policy Resources
        
              
	
                  Media Center
        
              
	
                  Careers
        
              
	
                  Contact Us
        
              
	
                  En Español
        
              


  

            

      
    
  
  
    
      
        
                
            

        
          
                  
            


                                	
          Twitter
        
              
	
          Facebook
        
              
	
          Instagram
        
              
	
          YouTube
        
              
	
          RSS
        
              
	
          TikTok
        
              


  

              

          
                  

                                	
                  Sitemap
        
              
	
                  Privacy Policy
        
              
	
                  State Disclosures
        
              


  

                

  © 2024 NRDC. All rights reserved.


          

        

      

    

  




  

    
          



  
