April 2, 2002

Paula Dobriansky

Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs

2201 C Street, NW, Room # 7250

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Ms. Dobriansky:

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) plays a vital role in international efforts to address climate change by providing objective assessments of scientific and technical issues. The United States has long recognized the importance of sound science as the underpinning for sound policy and played a key role in establishing the IPCC during the first Bush administration. It is therefore deeply disturbing to learn that the United States has apparently decided, at the behest of lobbyists for ExxonMobil Corporation, electric power producers, automakers, and other industries, not to support reappointment of Dr. Robert T. Watson as chairman of the IPCC. 

Under Dr. Watson’s leadership the IPCC produced its Third Assessment Report, a comprehensive assessment of the state of climate science, as well as timely special reports on topics of particular importance, such as Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry. These documents are widely recognized to be accurate, objective, and of the highest quality. Indeed, in response to a request by President George W. Bush, the National Academy of Sciences evaluated the IPCC Working Group I report and concluded that it is an “admirable summary” of climate science that accurately reflects the thinking of the scientific community.  The National Academy also rejected complaints about the IPCC’s Summary for Policymakers that were voiced by some industry representatives. The NAS concluded that no changes were made without the consent of the convening lead authors and that “most changes that did occur lacked significant impact.”

As a lead author of the IPCC special report on land use issues, I had the opportunity to witness first hand Dr. Watson’s skill as chairman. Although I did not agree with all of his decisions, his ability to shepherd complex scientific assessments through the process of drafting, review, revision, and acceptance is unparalleled. 

The industry effort to block the reappointment of Dr. Watson is nothing more than a thinly veiled attempt to undermine the effectiveness of the IPCC as a body that produces high quality, objective scientific assessments. I urge you to reject this campaign and to give Dr. Watson the United States’ strongest possible support for reappointment as chairman of the IPCC.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Lashof, Ph.D.

Science Director

NRDC Climate Center

Cc: James Connaughton, Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality.

