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Over the 11 years that NRDC has been reporting on beachwater pollution, the number of closings and advisories at America’s vacation beaches has increased dramatically. From 1999 to 2000, closings and advisories jumped 83 percent. NRDC expects this trend to continue until we do a better job identifying the sources of beachwater pollution and addressing them. NRDC recommends that federal, state and local governments take the following actions to protect beachgoers:

Fully Fund BEACH Act Implementation

The act authorizes the appropriation of $30 million each year for implementation of beach monitoring and public notification programs at marine and Great Lakes beaches. President Bush requested only $2 million in his budget. The House of Representatives recently increased the amount to $10 million in the Environmental Protection Agency appropriations bill that recently passed the House. NRDC would like to see as much of the $30 million appropriated as possible.

Clean Up Sources of Beachwater Pollution

· Last January, the Clinton administration proposed rules to curb water pollution from sanitary sewer overflows, a significant cause of beach closings and advisories. The Bush administration withdrew the rules. The president should order EPA to move forward expeditiously to implement these regulations.

· In July, the Bush administration delayed action on another important clean water rule. It postponed the implementation of the rule requiring polluters to clean up contaminated waterways (the Total Daily Maximum Load, or TMDL, rule) until 2003. The president should direct EPA to abandon efforts to postpone or weaken the new TMDL regulations and aggressively implement this long-delayed program.

· The Clean Water Act requires permits for stormwater discharges, but that program will work only if EPA and states set strong standards for reducing pollutants and enforces them. Most cities across the country will be getting their first stormwater permit sometime during the next two years. Those permits should reduce bacteria to make our coastal waters safe.

· Finally, we need to invest in our nation’s water infrastructure, our sewer and stormwater systems and drinking water pipes. Many sewers are decades old and are deteriorating due to lack of adequate investment and maintenance. We need a substantial investment of resources at the federal, state and local levels to protect public health and the environment.
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