


RENEWABLE ENERGY. Renewable resources such as solar,
wind from upstate New York, and offshore wind energy
could also play an important role in replacing Indian
Point's capacity, adding about 580 MW. New renewable
energy projects totaling over 6,000 MW have already been
proposed and are in the planning process in New York.
Taking into account the intermittent nature of renewables,
the report conservatively assumes that these renewable
energy projects would provide roughly 1,154 MW of
capacity for reliability purposes. To provide a conservative
estimate of the amount of this renewable capacity that
might be built by 2020, the report assumes that half of
these renewable projects—about 580 MW—uwiill be built
by 2015.

Signi cantly, these conservative estimates show that a
combination of increased investment in energy ef ciency
(1,550 MW) and renewable energy (580 MW) could provide
enough electricity to replace Indian Point’s 2,000 MW
capacity.

TRANSMISSION. Currently, there are 8,000 MW of new
transmission lines proposed for New York City and other
regions near Indian Point. The following projects, which
will bring power to New York City from other states or
regions, are already approved or moving through the
approval process:

Hudson Transmission Line: 660 MW from New Jersey
to Manhattan (Approved.Target completion date 2013.)

Cross Hudson Line: 800 MW from New Jersey to
Manhattan (Pending.)

There are also several pending proposals to build 1000
MW transmission lines to transmit power from upstate New
York or Canada to New York City, including the Champlain
Hudson Cable, New York Power Pathway, and the West Point
Transmission Line.

REPOWERING. Upgrading existing natural gas and/or oil
burning power plants in downstate New York to “combined
cycle” ef cient systems will reduce air emissions, reduce
the need for natural gas, and increase the capacity of
existing plants.

Increasing the overall capacity of New York City’s existing
older natural gas plants could easily provide almost 1,000
MW of additional generating capacity. There is more than
5,000 MW of older, inef cient natural gas generating
capacity in New York City potentially available for
repowering.

New combined-cycle power plants, which have been
proposed by developers and are currently in the planning
stages, have the potential to add over 4,000 MW of new
capacity in New York State and could assist in replacing
Indian Point. NRDC and Riverkeeper would not support
building new natural gas power plants to replace

Indian Point until plans for ef ciency, renewables,

and repowering existing power plants have been fully
explored and implemented.
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COST ESTIMATES FOR REPLACEMENT
POWER

REPLACING INDIAN POINT’'S CAPACITY CAN BE DONE
AFFORDABLY. Many of the projects discussed above have
been proposed and will likely be built even if Indian Point
doesn't close down. These projects will be built by private
developers using mostly private capital and nancing. The
exact cost of replacement will depend on the mix of energy
alternatives that are used to replace the power. The range of
increases on consumer electricity bills will be about $1 to $5
per month,depending on the mix of alternatives used. The
more we rely on energy ef ciency as a replacement, the lower
the bill increase will be. Customers who participate in energy
ef ciency programs will actually lower their bills.
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