March 14, 2017
Dear Senator:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and our millions of members and
supporters, we strongly urge you to oppose S. 21, the “Regulations from the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2017,” scheduled for markup on March
15, 2015, in the Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee. The REINS
Act, which has never been subject of a hearing in the Senate, is an extraordinarily
extreme measure that would effectively make it impossible to protect the public by
shutting down the entire regulatory system.

Under the bill, no major regulation could take effect unless it is approved by both
houses of Congress within a limited period of time. This would effectively amend
every existing regulatory statute — including bedrock laws like the Clean Air Act and
the Clean Water Act — and neuter them. The regulatory system would return to
what it was in the age of the robber barons with no federal agency able to use its
technical and scientific expertise to protect the public. Either house of Congress
could kill any future safeguard simply by failing to act.

The public expects the government to be able to protect it from toxins in food,
consumer products, air and water. The REINS Act would make that virtually
impossible. It would amount to a coup by ideologues and special interests that have
been unable to block safeguards through normal legislative and constitutional
processes.

If you think you might ever protect your constituents from dirty air or water, drinking
water contamination, disease spread by food, lead in toys, predatory banking
practices or any known or yet unforeseen threat, you need to vote against the REINS
Act. The Act would simply be the most fundamental step away from protecting the
public in U.S. history.

Sincerely,
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