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F A C T  S H E E T

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND $10 BILLION TO IMPROVE 
WATER SUPPLY RELIABILITY IN CALIFORNIA?

PROVEN ALTERNATIVES FOR BETTER WATER  
SUPPLY RELIABILITY
California water providers have proposed a wide variety of 
projects that, unlike WaterFix, allow us to increase water 
supply reliability, reduce diversions from the Bay-Delta, 
create thousands of well-paid jobs in local communities, and 

The California Department of Water Resources has proposed to spend at least $10 billion of 
water ratepayer funds to build two massive tunnels under the San Francisco Bay-Delta. Inaptly 
named “WaterFix,” this environmentally destructive project would drain even more water 
from the Bay-Delta, a critical but flow-starved estuary. WaterFix ignores the overwhelming 
scientific evidence that we must reduce water diversions from the Bay-Delta estuary to save 
the struggling West Coast salmon fishery and restore the health of native fish. The project also 
fails to account for the expected impacts of climate change, which will make the Bay-Delta’s 
water supply from the Delta more variable and less reliable than it is today. 

improve regional water security in the face of climate change 
and threats of natural disasters. Paying for WaterFix would 
divert funds away from these projects. A sampling of these 
projects include: 

PROJECT WATER SUPPLY YIELD COST

Carson Regional Water Recycling Project1 168,000 acre-feet (AF) per year $2.7 billion capital cost 
$129M annual O&M cost 

Pure Water San Diego2 (Phases 1, 2 and 3 of  
this project)

90,000 AF/year $3 billion

Tillman Groundwater Replenishment Project3 30,000 AF/year $450M capital cost 
$22M annual O&M Cost 

Santa Clara Valley Water District – Expedited 
Purified Water Program4

45,000 AF/year $800M capital cost (2014 dollars)
$23.5M annual O&M cost

San Luis Reservoir Expansion Project –  
increase capacity by 130,000 acre feet5

Up to 43,000 AF/year $360M capital cost (2013 estimate) 

Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion  
(from 160TAF to 275 TAF)6

~ 41,000 AF/year on average for agricultural and 
urban water use and 46,000 AF/year for South of 
Delta wildlife refuges

$862M capital cost
$9.4M annual O&M costs, including pumping costs

South San Joaquin Irrigation District Irrigation 
Enhancement Project7

73,000 AF/year $325M capital cost
$8M annual O&M costs

Total 536,000 AF/year $8.5 billion capital cost 
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These projects are in addition to innumerable projects 
to improve water use efficiency being pursued by water 
districts, which remain the most cost-effective ways to meet 
current and future water needs in California.8

INVESTMENTS TO MAINTAIN EXISTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
With limited money to spend, it is vitally important that 
California repair existing water supply infrastructure. 
Paying for WaterFix would also divert funds away from 
these projects. The 2017 Oroville Dam crisis highlights the 
need to adequately maintain our existing infrastructure. 
As of October 2017, the State has estimated that the cost of 
emergency response and repairs to Oroville Dam is $660 
million, and many believe the final cost will be significantly 
higher .9 

In his 2016-2017 budget, Governor Jerry Brown estimated 
that there was more than $13 billion in deferred maintenance 
for levees, dams, canals, and other water infrastructure 
operated by the Department of Water Resources.10 This 
estimate does not include the cost of deferred maintenance 
for dams and other infrastructure maintained by either the 
federal government or local agencies. Moreover, the State 
estimates that it will cost between $17-21 billion over the 
next 30 years to implement the 2017 Central Valley Flood 
Protection Plan, which would maintain and upgrade levees, 
restore floodplains, and repair other infrastructure to 
prevent flooding in the Central Valley.11 

IT’S YOUR MONEY—WHAT DO YOU WANT TO PAY FOR?
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