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During the development of the allowable levels for PAHs in seafood in the wake of the BP Oil 

Spill, FDA staff reviewed multiple values for their risk assessment calculations and found many 

of them to be legitimate approaches. This included: 5 and 10 year contamination duration, 70 and 

80 kg bodyweights, differing life expectancy rates, varying values for cancer potency, and 

alternative numbers for seafood consumption rates.  See tables below which were included in 

correspondence between FDA staff. 
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