THE NORTHEAST CANYONS AND SEAMOUNTS MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT:
IMPACTS ON THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES (UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2019)

According to the fishing industry, the primary commercial fisheries that had been operating in the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument but that are now prohibited are: (1) the squid, mackerel,
and butterfish fishery,* and (2) the Atlantic highly migratory species (HMS) fishery, principally targeting tuna
and swordfish.? About a half dozen commercial lobster and red crab vessels continue to operate in the
Monument.3

The prohibition on fishing in the Monument have not harmed overall landings and revenues in either the
squid, mackerel and butterfish fishery or the HMS fishery, based on government data. Since the Monument’s
designation in September 2016, overall landings and revenues have actually increased in the squid,
mackerel, and butterfish fishery. Overall tuna and swordfish landings and revenues in the HMS fishery have
remained essentially the same.

Squid/Mackerel/Butterfish Fishery

e As the left figure below shows, overall landings in the squid, mackerel, and butterfish fishery increased
61% in 2017-2018, the two years since the Monument’s designation, compared to overall landings in the
previous two years (2015-2016).*

e Asthe right figure below shows, overall revenues (ex-vessel) for the squid, mackerel, and butterfish
fishery increased 22% in 2017-2018, following Monument designation, compared to overall revenues in
the two years before designation (2015-2016).

e Landings and revenues in this fishery are also up for Rhode Island specifically, where most landings in the
fishery occur and which has the ports most proximate to the Monument: 2017-18 squid, mackerel, and
butterfish landings and revenues for Rhode Island increased 35% and 16% respectively over those in 2015-
2016.
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Tuna and Swordfish (HMS) Fishery

e Asthe left figure below shows, overall landings of the principal tuna stocks (bigeye, yellowfin, and bluefin)
and swordfish in the Atlantic HMS fishery did not meaningfully change in 2017-2018, the two years
following the Monument’s designation, from overall landings in the previous two years (2015-2016).

e Similarly, as the right figure below shows, overall revenues (ex-vessel) from tuna and swordfish catch in
the Atlantic HMS fishery remained essentially unchanged in 2017-2018, the two years after the
Monument’s designation, compared to overall revenues for the previous two years (2015-2016).
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