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I S S U E  B R I E F

INTRODUCTION 

JBS is the world’s largest meat processing company, producing beef, chicken, and pork as well as by-products from the 
processing of these meats.1 JBS is worth an estimated $11.7 billion (US), with annual sales recently reaching $51.8 billion.2 
In total, the company employs around 242,000 workers in 400 production units in 15 countries.3   

CORPORATE IRRESPONSIBILITY: 
JBS’S INACTION AND DISREGARD FOR WORKER SAFETY HAVE INCREASED 
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 IN THE UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL
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Butchers chop meat at a JBS packing plant in São Paulo, Brazil.
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The JBS parent company (JBS South America, or SA) is 
based in Brazil, where 120,000 employees work in more 
than 150 JBS-owned processing plants and distribution 
centers.4 Additionally, as a global conglomerate, JBS 
encompasses dozens of subsidiaries. The largest of these 
is JBS USA, which is the second-largest U.S. meatpacker, 
behind Tyson Foods.5 JBS USA employs more than 78,000 
workers and operates more than 100 facilities in the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, Australia, and 
New Zealand.6 As holder of 78.5 percent of shares, JBS is 
also the majority owner of Pilgrim’s Pride, a global chicken 
processor with an additional 30,000 U.S. employees across 
12 states.7 Herein, we will use JBS to refer to the parent 
company and all its subsidiaries, both wholly-owned 
subsidiaries like JBS USA and majority-owned subsidiaries 
such as Pilgrim’s Pride.

As slaughterhouses have increased in size across the 
globe, owners of processing plants have increased line 
speeds, squeezing in more workers to keep up with the 
blistering pace of production. This, however, is causing a 
quiet epidemic of crippling injuries.8,9 The work is not only 
backbreaking but also dangerous; workers stand shoulder-
to-shoulder on both sides of long conveyor belts, wielding 
scissors and knives under cold, damp, and noisy conditions. 
As Debbie Berkowitz, a senior official at the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) in the Obama 
administration, recently testified before Congress:10

  According to the industry’s own self-reported statistics 
over the last few years, meat and poultry workers are 
injured at rates on average 50 percent higher than all 
other workers in the private sector, with injury rates in 
red meat plants running almost twice as high. Further, 
the government has found that these statistics are an 
undercount; the real rates of injury and illness are 
much higher. The meat and poultry slaughtering and 
processing companies report more severe injuries, such 
as amputations and injuries or illnesses that result in the 
overnight stay at a hospital, to OSHA than industries that 
are popularly recognized as hazardous, like sawmills, 
industrial building construction, and oil and gas well 
drilling. 

The meatpacking industry is often criticized for its 
disregard of workers. Its practices are also viewed 
as damaging to the environment, thanks to rampant 
deforestation in the meatpacking supply chain and 
the industry’s greenhouse gas emissions. Still, JBS is 
exceptional for the extent and documentation of its 
irresponsible practices, including human rights abuses, 
widespread corruption, and illegal deforestation around 
the world [see “JBS’s Abysmal Record on Deforestation, 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Human Rights,” below].11 

Experts have warned for some time that the conditions 
causing so many worker injuries were leaving those same 
workers vulnerable to pandemic infections. A 2007 report 

by the US National Infrastructure Council anticipated that 
a future pandemic could seriously disrupt operations in the 
private sector (including meatpacking); it warned that up to 
40 percent of private sector staff could be absent for periods 
of about two weeks at the height of a pandemic.12 The 
council recommended steps to mitigate the health risks and 
possible workplace disruptions, such as continuity planning 
to identify critical facilities and workers, and to facilitate 
better collaboration between companies and public health 
agencies.13 A 2015 federal report, however, found that the 
meat industry still did not have a pandemic plan in place.14 
At the same time, OSHA was being chronically starved of 
staff and resources to fulfill its mandate to protect workers. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of OSHA 
inspectors reached their lowest level since 1975.15 

As a result, it came as little surprise when meatpacking 
plants, in Brazil as well as in the United States, emerged as 
hot spots early in the outbreak. Even as evidence mounted 
that slaughterhouse workers were especially vulnerable 
to infection, however, many of those plants including 
ones owned by JBS, simply refused to slow down. “The 
problem was, at these plants that were closing, they weren’t 
making any changes. They were just running full throttle and 
business as usual,” said Matt Utrecht, president of the union 
representing 1,850 of the workers at JBS’s enormous pork 
plant in Worthington, Minnesota.16 

Basically, JBS failed to adopt continuity planning to 
protect workers after either the 2007 or the 2015 report. 
The multiple pandemic-related disruptions to plant 
operations since early in 2020 were a direct result.17 The 
company has yet to publicly announce plans to adopt 
the recommendations of the reports and thus appears 
vulnerable to future disruptions whether from coronavirus 
or other infectious disease outbreaks. 
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A worker heads into the JBS meatpacking plant Monday, Oct. 12, 2020, 
in Greeley, Colorado.
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HOW COVID-19 HAS IMPACTED SOME JBS PLANTS
 
These are just a few examples of how the spread of COVID-19 affected meatpackers and surrounding communities in Brazil and the United 
States. 

JBS SA in Brazil
n	 	In Mato Grosso do Sul, one of three southern states where meatpacking is very prominent, more than one-quarter of the 4,000 workers at 

one JBS plant tested positive for COVID-19 in July 2020.18 
n	 	After more than 40 percent of the 940 workers at a JBS plant in the small town of São Miguel do Guaporé, in the Amazonian state of 

Rondônia, became infected, a judge ordered the plant to close. At the time (July 2020), the plant accounted for more than half of the town’s 
entire COVID-19 caseload.19 

n	 	In Colíder, a small city in the northern state of Mato Grosso, meatpacking workers at a JBS plant accounted for about 17 percent of the city’s 
confirmed cases in July 2020.20

JBS USA and Pilgrim’s Pride
n	 	Cases mounted rapidly after the first worker tested positive for COVID-19 at JBS’s Greeley, Colorado, beef plant on March 3, 2020, eventually 

forcing an eight-day closure in mid-April. Almost immediately after its reopening, the number of confirmed worker cases more than doubled, 
from 120 on April 25 to 245 just four days later.21 By July 12, Colorado was reporting 447 coronavirus cases (and 10 deaths) statewide; the 
Greeley plant contributed 290 cases, or 65 percent of the state total.22 To date, the Greeley plant stands as the site of the third-largest 
outbreak of COVID-19 in the state.23 Seven months after it began, Colorado finally pronounced the plant outbreak “resolved” on September 
30. Just six weeks later, a new active outbreak was declared in the same plant, with 10 additional infected workers as of April 1, 2021.24 

n	 	The huge JBS plant in Worthington employs more than 2,000 workers, and accounts for about 4 percent of the nation’s entire pork supply. 
JBS only took action and closed the plant on April 20 after hundreds of workers started calling in sick or had already tested positive for 
COVID-19.25 Nine days later, plant workers accounted for 39 percent (239 out of 615) of all the confirmed COVID-19 cases in the entire 
county.26 By June 2020, a total of 791 workers at the plant had been positively diagnosed with coronavirus, the most at any JBS-owned plant 
in the United States.27 

n	 	On May 11, dozens of workers from the Pilgrim’s Pride chicken processing plant in Cold Spring, Minnesota, drove around  
the plant honking, demanding that it be closed for two weeks.28 At that point, 194 of the plant’s 1,100 workers had been diagnosed with 
COVID-19.29

The pandemic has had significant physical, mental health, 
and/or economic impacts on just about everyone. But 
those burdens fall hardest on the least powerful members 
of society. Meatpacking plants in Brazil and the United 
States employ large numbers of immigrants and Black, 
Latino, Indigenous, or other workers from racial or ethnic 
minorities.30 In July, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) stated that in the U.S. meatpacking 
plants that reported the race and ethnicity breakdown of 
their employees, 87 percent of workers infected with the 
coronavirus were racial or ethnic minorities.31 

The pandemic’s outsize impact on meatpacking workers, 
and on the surrounding communities whose economies rely 
on the plants, is tragic but unsurprising. Unsavory business 
practices appear to be the glue that ties JBS together, 
from its enormous carbon footprint to its deforestation 
to its willingness to sacrifice the health and safety of its 
workforce. In a sense, the pandemic has only thrown those 
issues into starker relief. COVID-19 has shined a bright 
light onto the ways in which workers and their communities 
suffer when meatpackers like JBS duck their corporate 
responsibilities and turn a blind eye to the health and safety 
consequences of their longstanding plant conditions and 
practices. 

JBS DOES NOT PROTECT ITS WORKERS FROM COVID-19 
Even after stay-at-home and social distancing measures 
were instituted in the United States in March 2020, 
forcing the closure of schools and most workplaces, 
U.S. meatpacking plants initially continued operating as 
usual.32 Not surprisingly, without the recommended safety 
measures in place, COVID-19 outbreaks began to overwhelm 
these plants across the country, triggering temporary 
closures. Among them were two of JBS USA’s largest, the 
Greeley, Colorado, beef plant, with 3,200 workers, and the 
Worthington, Minnesota, pork plant, with 2,000 workers.33

Protections for meatpacking workers appear to have been 
largely ignored until the number of coronavirus infections 
among them skyrocketed.34 Throughout the pandemic, 
slaughterhouse workers in both Brazil and the United States 
have reported a culture in which employees have to work 
while sick (there is no sick leave) and face mask and social 
distancing rules are routinely not enforced.35 In the United 
States this has been partially due to political pressure 
to remain open amid consumer fears of meat shortages, 
amounting to a government endorsement of treating 
workers as disposable for the sake of consumer interests.36 
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In the United States as well as in Brazil, JBS has faced few 
consequences for its blatant disregard for workers’ lives 
during the pandemic. After nearly 300 JBS workers in the 
Greeley beef plant were infected with COVID-19 and 6 
died, the company was cited for two OSHA violations on 
September 11, 2020, and fined a paltry $15,160. The more 
serious violation, accounting for 89 percent of the total fine, 
was JBS’s failure under the general duty clause of the OSHA 
Act of 1970 to provide a workplace “free from recognized 
hazards that are causing or are likely to cause death or 
serious physical harm to [its] employees.”38 JBS quickly 
contested the citations and refused to pay.39 Speaking on 
behalf of more than 3,000 workers at the plant, the local 
union president told the Denver Post that the trivial fine 
“only incentivizes the company to continue endangering 
its employees.”40 Previously, JBS had also contested five 
pandemic-related citations issued for health and safety 
violations at its Worthington pork plant in July 2020, 
refusing to pay the associated fines totaling $29,400.41

Outbreaks began hitting Brazil’s meat plants at about the 
same time as in the United States, in March/April 2020, 
and labor lawyers and prosecutors organized to protect 
workers. They petitioned the courts to temporarily shut 
down some plants, which a judge eventually ordered in July 
2020, but only after the outbreaks had reached a fevered 
pitch.42 The courts also ordered that workers be tested for 
COVID-19 at four JBS SA plants in Rio Grande do Sul.43 

For several months into the pandemic, JBS SA was the 
only meatpacking company in Brazil to resist an agreement 
with the Brazilian Public Labor Ministry (MPT) to improve 
worker safety. Eventually the MPT took steps toward 
stopping operations at 12 JBS SA plants for failing to 
protect their workers during the pandemic. On July 27 the 
company finally agreed, in accordance with the MPT, to 
supply workers at the Três Passos plant with PFF2 masks 

(the Brazilian equivalent of N95) and to test all workers 
for COVID-19. However, JBS SA refused to offer workers 
replacement masks on a daily basis, causing employees to 
reuse contaminated masks for an entire week or more.44

Labor prosecutors also worked with companies and workers 
to ensure that when plants reopened, workers would be 
protected. However, while other companies signed on to 
these prosecutor-brokered agreements, JBS failed to do so. 
Moreover, JBS SA declined to comment on outbreaks at its 
individual plants; the company maintains that in responding 
to the disease outbreak, it has followed or exceeded CDC 
guidelines at its plants worldwide.45 However, neither 
enforcement actions nor workers’ stories indicate as much. 
When one JBS meatpacker in Brazil, Leandro da Conceição, 
complained about feeling ill to his supervisor, he was 
ignored. He stayed on the job, getting sicker and sicker, until 
he tested a positive for COVID. “His focus was the cows, not 
the employees,” Conceição told The Guardian, in reference 
to his supervisor.46 A Washington Post story about the 
workers in JBS’s Greeley plant who fell ill in March tells a 
similar tale.47 

JBS ACTIONS RESULTED IN COVID-19 CASES AND 
COMMUNITY SPREAD
Neither the United States nor Brazil has provided 
comprehensive and up-to-date tracking and reporting of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases among meatpacking workers. 
Perhaps as a reaction to that failure, Leah Douglas, a 
reporter at the Food and Environment Reporting Network, 
has sifted through county public health announcements 
and local news reports to compile and maintain a much 
more complete record of meatpacking worker cases and 
deaths in the United States since April 2020, broken down 
by company and by individual plant. Douglas’s latest tally 
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Family members of longtime JBS USA meat packing plant employee Saul Sanchez, 
from left, wife Carolina Sanchez, and daughter Estela Hernanez, Beatriz Rangel 
and Patty Rangel hold a photo of him after he died of coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) in Greeley, Colorado, U.S. April 10, 2020.

In the Amazon, trees are cut down to make space for cattle ranching. Extensive 
cattle farming is a major driver of Amazon deforestation, and beef production 
for export has increased by ten times in the last two decades, led by three huge 
meatpackers: JBS, Minerva and Marfrig.37 
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(as of April 1, 2021) is 58,313 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in meatpacking workers in 572 plants in 35 U.S. states, 
with 286 deaths.48 Similarly, the Brazilian MPT confirmed 
that by June 2020 there had been 11,500 COVID-19 cases 
among workers in 104 factories in just the three southern 
states that are home to about half of Brazil’s 500,000 
meatpackers.49 By August, an estimated one in five Brazilian 
meatpacking workers had contracted COVID-19, making it 
one of the world’s worst sector-wide workplace outbreaks.50

Unfortunately, outbreaks among workers also impact the 
communities where these plants are located. A recent study 
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
concluded that meatpacking plants, at least in the United 
States, serve as vectors in spreading COVID-19 to their 
neighbors. As of July 21, 2020, the study estimates U.S. 
meat processing plants were associated with 236,000 to 
310,000 COVID-19 cases (6 to 8 percent of the U.S. total at 
the time), along with 4,300 to 5,200 deaths (3 to 4 percent 
of the U.S. total). Public health researchers concluded 
that “poultry plants showed a significant relationship 
with COVID-19 cases, with pork plants showing the 
strongest relationship. Beef plants showed the strongest 
relationship with deaths from the illness.”51 A subsequent 
U.S. Department of Agriculture analysis concluded that the 
highest COVID-19 case rates among non-metro U.S. counties 
had been found in those that are dependent on farming and 
manufacturing, due in part to “higher COVID-19 case rates 

in meatpacking-dependent counties,” defined as counties 
where more than 20 percent of adults are employed by 
the meatpacking industry.52

For JBS USA and Pilgrim’s Pride plants in particular, 
Douglas’s database documents at least 3,935 COVID-19 
cases and 20 deaths involving workers in 16 states.53 And in 
Brazil, at least 4,000 workers in 23 JBS SA plants in seven 
states have tested positive.54 

Holding JBS, or the meatpacking industry in general, more 
fully accountable is not possible without accurate and 
more public data on COVID-19 cases among meatpacking 
workers. If those data were available, it’s likely that the 
numbers would, unfortunately, be significantly higher.55

Individual journalists and activists have been doing their 
best to compile the limited data where they exist, forced 
into this role by the lack of a public mandate for federal and 
state governments to provide this information. Meatpacking 
companies also could be acting with more responsibility and 
transparency to provide such data. 

It would seem to be part of the pattern of meatpacking 
companies generally, including JBS, to shirk whatever 
obligation they have not only to provide a safe workplace, 
but also to be a good neighbor to the surrounding 
communities.56 To paraphrase Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D–CT) 
writing in her 2017 book, The Least Among Us: Waging the 
Battle for the Vulnerable, if we depend on corporate good 
will to protect workers, we are all screwed.57 

JBS’S ABYSMAL RECORD ON DEFORESTATION, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
JBS has repeatedly been linked to illegal deforestation in its meat supply chain. JBS operates 20 slaughterhouses in the Amazon region, but 
the company monitors only its direct suppliers. In 2020 JBS was accused of acquiring cattle from farms linked to illegal deforestation in the 
Brazilian Amazon. Cattle are heavily tracked in Brazil through a system of tags and checkpoints to ensure that they are not coming from farms 
in illegally deforested areas. However, in a “cattle laundering” process, farms that have been cited for deforestation or other violations often 
sell their cattle to suppliers or to other farms considered to be operating legally, where those cattle are then fattened and eventually sold to 
slaughterhouses, thus forming part of the indirect process.58 

As a result, JBS’s total deforestation footprint may be as high as 
494,210 acres (200,000 hectares) in its direct supply chain and 
3.7 million acres (1.5 million hectares) in its indirect supply chain, 
according to estimates from Chain Reaction Research.59 In other 
words, JBS’s enormous size, combined with its practice of buying 
cattle originating from illegally deforested land, makes it one of 
the world’s largest emitters of greenhouse gases. Its operations 
are estimated to produce around half of the comparable fossil fuel 
emissions of petroleum company giants such as ExxonMobil, Royal 
Dutch Shell, or BP.60 

JBS has also been accused of perpetuating slavery-like conditions 
for its workers by, for instance, withholding wages or ignoring 
horrendous living conditions in the housing it provides. For example, 
a labor inspector told Réporter Brasil, an organization that monitors 
human rights violations in Brazil, about a middleman housing JBS 
workers in a disused mine. The horrific conditions he saw there, he 
said, “cannot be described in words.” Many of these workers have no 
contracts.61 
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The Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources 
(IBAMA) seizes 7,387 logs illegally extracted from Pirititi Indigenous Land,
in the Amazonian state of Roraima.
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IMPACT OF JBS NEGLIGENCE: INCREASED COVID-19 SPREAD  
AFFECTS SOME OF THE MOST VULNERABLE 
In refusing to take adequate steps to protect worker health 
and safety, JBS is essentially allowing COVID-19 to run 
rampant through its worker population and the communities 
surrounding its plants. Increased spread of the coronavirus 
is dangerous for everyone, but it disproportionately affects 
the most vulnerable populations. 

Brazil 
When the pandemic hit, meatpacking workers, who 
have always operated under crowded and unsanitary 
conditions, were both more exposed and more vulnerable 
to the disease. These workers undeniably are vectors in 
the spread of COVID-19 from the plants themselves into 
Indigenous reserves and other underprepared rural areas 
in Brazil. The impacts of the virus have been particularly 
disastrous among Indigenous people, who face high risks of 
transmission. People in many of those communities live in 
close quarters and share cookware, lack access to soap and 
water or hand sanitizer, and often have limited access to 
health care.62 During fire season (from June to November), 
smoke fills the air around many Indigenous communities 
and made it more difficult to breathe—exacerbating the 
potential COVID-19 risk.63 

Using census, race, and employment data, researchers have 
shown that among rural areas, municipalities that are home 
to slaughterhouses have some of the highest COVID-19 
infection rates in Brazil. This is also the case for rural 
counties in the United States.64 

In Mato Grosso do Sul, COVID-19 entered the Dourados 
Indigenous Reserve through 33 Indigenous employees 
of a JBS slaughterhouse who tested positive; more than 
150 residents were eventually infected, 90 percent of 
whom were directly or indirectly associated with JBS SA, 
according to the state secretary of health. The same pattern 
of spread is seen throughout Brazil, where many COVID-
positive Indigenous residents either work as slaughterhouse 
employees or came into contact with them.65 The reserve 
closest to Dourados also became a COVID-19 hot spot, 
reporting around 3,500 cases by mid-July 2020, or around 
30 percent of the total cases in the state at that time.66 

Both the MPT and the Federal Prosecution Ministry (MPF) 
have taken action to inspect and/or require additional safety 
measures by meatpacking companies. After being pushed 
by these ministries, JBS officials said that the company 
had removed its Indigenous workers upon confirmation 
of the first coronavirus cases, subsequently putting all of 
them on paid leave, and said it had initiated steps to control 
and prevent new outbreaks. According to the experts 
and Indigenous leaders interviewed by Réporter Brasil, 
however, the company was slow to act, and the safety 
measures taken have been inadequate. JBS’s slaughterhouse 
in Dourados, for example, continued to transport Indigenous 
workers in small, overcrowded buses after the pandemic 
had clearly taken hold in Brazil.67

United States
While early coronavirus outbreaks in U.S. cities like New 
Orleans and New York City initially grabbed headlines, the 
news of outbreaks in meatpacking plants soon followed. The 
affected plants have mostly been in smaller towns in the 
thinly populated states of the agricultural heartland. 

While 58 percent of JBS USA’s managers are white, its 
factory workers are primarily minorities. According to the 
local union representing workers at the Greeley plant, 70 
percent of those workers are minorities, including all six 
employees who died of COVID-19 complications through 
September 2020.68 Worker advocacy groups filed a civil 
rights complaint in July 2020 against JBS, as well as Tyson 
Foods, citing their failure to prevent coronavirus outbreaks 
among their largely minority workers.69 

Not surprisingly, JBS does not accept any blame. Besides 
the two OSHA citations and $15,160 in fines levied against 
the JBS Greeley plant in mid-September, there also were 
$79,400 in total fines for violations at the Worthington 
plant, plus $13,494 in COVID-19 related fines for violations 
at the Green Bay, WI plant. In each case, JBS quickly 
contested the citations, and still have not paid any of the 
fines. In Greeley, just a few weeks after Colorado regulators 
levied the fines, JBS also denied payment of workers’ 
compensation claims lodged by families of three of the six 
dead employees. The company actually argued that the dead 
workers’ COVID-19 illnesses were not work-related.70  

NEXT STEPS
When meatpacking companies like JBS are allowed to 
act irresponsibly, the broader consequences have always 
been dire. That much has not changed. Add in the current 
pandemic, however, and the stakes have only gotten higher. 
That holds especially true for JBS workers, who number 
in the hundreds of thousands across the United States and 
Brazil. For them, corporate irresponsibility during the 
pandemic has been a life-and-death matter. 

An adequate response to COVID-19 would have required  
much earlier investment in worker safety, including 
personal protective gear and paid sick leave, for example. 
JBS’s priority instead was to keep its plants running with as 
many workers as possible; amid the pandemic, the company 
posted record net revenues of $51.8 billion in 2020. The 
JBS response to COVID-19 is largely in keeping with its 
longstanding record—one of disregarding the health and 
well-being of its workers, abusing other human rights, and 
contributing to climate change.71 The coronavirus pandemic 
has simply clarified the egregiousness and lethality of JBS’s 
policies and practices. 

Investors and the public can no longer remain silent about 
JBS’s bad behavior and lack of corporate responsibility. 
Nordea Asset Management pointed to the company’s 
environmental record and its pandemic response in its 
decision to sell JBS shares, worth 40 million euros, 
across all of its funds, in August 2020.72 As JBS considers 
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launching a public stock offering to spin off its large U.S. 
subsidiary, other investors should also divest from JBS in 
order to hold the company accountable.73  

Ultimately, however, improved conditions for the highly 
diverse workforce at huge meatpackers such as JBS will 
require not only an overhaul of company practices to ensure 
accountability, but also large-scale changes to public policy. 
As noted by Representative DeLauro in 2017, workers are 
typically assured safe workplaces in democracies when 
government takes strong action to hold corporations 
accountable, rather than depending solely on the latter’s 
good will. 

That’s why NRDC expects urgent action by the U.S. 
government to ensure companies like JBS meet their 
obligation, under the general duty clause of the 1970 OSHA 
Act, to provide safe workplaces. One essential step forward 
will be the new Emergency Temporary Standard (ETS) 
written by OSHA in response to a January 2021 executive 
order, and reportedly awaiting clearance at the Office of 
Management and Budget. Longer term, we also strongly 
support calls for OSHA to begin writing a permanent 
infectious disease standard for workplaces.74,75  

But neither should JBS wait for government action that 
we know or strongly believe to be in process to begin 
demonstrating better accountability in protecting its 

workers.76 Therefore we also urge JBS, among other 
meatpacking companies, to fully and expeditiously take the 
following steps: 

n	 	In support of greater transparency, create and regularly 
update a publicly accessible COVID-19 dashboard that 
reports the numbers of JBS workers with confirmed 
COVID-19 cases and related deaths, by plant, in both the 
United States and Brazil. 

n	 	Accept responsibility for workplace safety violations 
found at these plants during the pandemic thus far, and 
pay the nominal fines. Pay workers’ compensation claims 
related to COVID-19 filed by current and former JBS 
workers at U.S. facilities.

n	 	Commit the company to expedite its compliance with 
OSHA’s newly written Emergency Temporary Standard 
(ETS). JBS should commit to compliance at all its 
facilities, both within and outside the United States.

n	 	Post a pandemic preparedness guide for the company as a 
whole, including a timeline for implementing within each 
facility the guidelines initially laid out in 2007 by the US 
National Infrastructure Guidance Council. 

ENDNOTES

1  JBS SA, “About JBS,” https://jbssa.com/about/ (accessed September 9, 2020). 

2  Forbes, “JBS,” https://www.forbes.com/companies/jbs/?sh=5c047ca5305f (accessed February 10, 2021). 

3  Ibid. 

4  JBS, “Unidades de Négocios,” last updated June 26, 2020, https://ri.jbs.com.br/a-jbs/unidades-de-negocios/. “JBS Publishes Its 2019 Annual and Sustainability 
Report,” press release, May 29, 2020, https://jbs.com.br/en/press/releases-en/jbs-publishes-its-2019-annual-and-sustainability-report/. 

5  United States Securities and Exchange Commission, “JBS USA Holdings Inc. Form S-1 Registration Statement,” July 22, 2009, https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/
data/1467955/000119312509153228/ds1.htm.

6  JBS, “About JBS.” 

7  USA Today, “Brazil’s JBS Buys Majority Stake in Pilgrim’s Pride for $800M,” September 16, 2009, https://abcnews.go.com/Business/brazils-jbs-buys-majority-
stake-pilgrims-pride-800m/story?id=8591393. Macrotrends, “Pilgrim’s Pride: Number of Employees 2006-2020,” https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/PPC/
pilgrims-pride/number-of-employees (accessed February 16, 2020). 

8  Ted Genoways, The Chain: Farm, Factory and the State of Our Food (New York: Harper Collins, 2014), 259 (quoting Darcy Tromanhauser of the Nebraska Appleseed 
Center for Law in the Public Interest). 

9  Human Rights Watch, “When We’re Dead and Buried, Our Bones Will Keep Hurting,” September 4, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/09/04/when-were-
dead-and-buried-our-bones-will-keep-hurting/workers-rights-under-threat#_ftn61.

10  Debbie Berkowitz, “Testimony Before the House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies: Health and Safety Protections for Meatpacking, Poultry, and Agricultural Workers,” March 2, 2021, https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/
AP07/20210302/111253/HHRG-117-AP07-Wstate-BerkowitzD-20210302.pdf. 

11  Greenpeace, How JBS Is Still Slaughtering the Amazon, August 2020, https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-international-stateless/2020/08/60e2cd00-
greenpeace_stillslaughtering_pages-1.pdf. Amnesty International, From Forest to Farmland: Cattle Illegally Grazed in Brazil Found in JBS’s Supply Chain, July 
2020, https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR1926572020ENGLISH.PDF.

12  Rebecca F. Denlinger, Martha H. Marsh, and Bruce A. Rohde, The Prioritization of Critical Infrastructure for a Pandemic Outbreak in the United States Working 
Group, National Infrastructure Advisory Council, January 16, 2007, https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac-pandemic-wg_v8-011707.pdf. 

13  Ibid. The report also recommended that “businesses with high population density work environments” stockpile enough masks to supply their workers with two 
every day for 120 days. 

14  Food and Drug Administration, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Food and Agriculture Sector-Specific Plan, 2015,  
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nipp-ssp-food-ag-2015-508.pdf. 

15  Berkowitz, “Testimony Before the House Committee.”

16  Adam Belz, Elizabeth Flores and Greg Stanley, “As Coronavirus Loomed, Worthington Pork Plant Refused to Slow Down,” Star Tribune, May 16, 2020,  
https://www.startribune.com/as-coronavirus-loomed-worthington-pork-plant-refused-to-slow-down/570516612/ (accessed March 29, 2021).

https://jbssa.com/about/
https://ri.jbs.com.br/a-jbs/unidades-de-negocios/
https://jbs.com.br/en/press/releases-en/jbs-publishes-its-2019-annual-and-sustainability-report/
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1467955/000119312509153228/ds1.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1467955/000119312509153228/ds1.htm
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/brazils-jbs-buys-majority-stake-pilgrims-pride-800m/story?id=8591393
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/brazils-jbs-buys-majority-stake-pilgrims-pride-800m/story?id=8591393
https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/PPC/pilgrims-pride/number-of-employees
https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/PPC/pilgrims-pride/number-of-employees
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP07/20210302/111253/HHRG-117-AP07-Wstate-BerkowitzD-20210302.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP07/20210302/111253/HHRG-117-AP07-Wstate-BerkowitzD-20210302.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-international-stateless/2020/08/60e2cd00-greenpeace_stillslaughtering_pages-1.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-international-stateless/2020/08/60e2cd00-greenpeace_stillslaughtering_pages-1.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac-pandemic-wg_v8-011707.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nipp-ssp-food-ag-2015-508.pdf


Page 8    NRDCCORPORATE IRRESPONSIBILITY

17  Michael Grabell and Bernice Yeung, “Meatpacking Companies Dismissed Years of Warnings but Now Say Nobody Could Have Prepared for COVID-19,” ProPublica, 
August 20, 2020, https://www.propublica.org/article/meatpacking-companies-dismissed-years-of-warnings-but-now-say-nobody-could-have-prepared-for-covid-19. 
Tim Steinweg, Gerard Rijk, and Matt Piotrowski, “Outsized Deforestation in Supply Chain, COVID-19 Pose Fundamental Business Risks,” Chain Reaction Research, 
August 2020, https://chainreactionresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/JBS-CRR-Report-1.pdf. 

18  Gabriel Maymone, “Com Esportações Suspensas, Frigoríficos de MS Têm Mais de 1 Mil Casos de Covid-19,” Midiamax, July 6, 2020, https://www.midiamax.com.br/
cotidiano/2020/em-meio-a-suspensao-de-exportacoes-frigorificos-de-ms-tem-mais-de-1-mil-casos-de-covid-19. 

19  Rôndonia Rural, “Justiça Suspende Atividades da JBS Pela 2ª Vez Após Casos de Coronavírus Subirem 1000% em São Miguel, RO,” June 22, 2020, https://g1.globo.
com/ro/rondonia/rondonia-rural/noticia/2020/06/22/justica-suspende-atividades-da-jbs-pela-2a-vez-apos-casos-de-coronavirus-subirem-1000percent-em-sao-
miguel-ro.ghtml.

20  Kessillen Lopes, “Contaminação por Coronavírus em Frigorífico de MT é 12 Vezes Mais Intensa que em Cidade Onde Está Instalado,” Globo Mato Grosso, July 28, 
2020, https://g1.globo.com/mt/mato-grosso/noticia/2020/07/28/contaminacao-por-coronavirus-em-frigorifico-de-mt-e-12-vezes-mais-intensa-que-em-cidade-onde-
esta-instalado.ghtml.

21  Reuters, “Confirmed Coronovirus Cases Surge in Reopened JBS Colordo Beef Plant; Worker Dies: Union,” April 30, 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-usa-meat/confirmed-coronavirus-cases-surge-in-reopened-jbs-colorado-beef-plant-worker-dies-union-idUSKBN22C3VR. 

22  See Shelly Bradbury, “How Coronavirus Spread Through JBS’s Greeley Beef Plant,” July 12, 2020, Denver Post, https://www.denverpost.com/2020/07/12/jbs-
greeley-coronavirus-investigation/. 

23  Robert Klemko and Kimberly Kindy, “He Fled Congo to Work in a U.S. Meat Plant. Then He—and Hundreds of His Co-workers—Got the Coronavirus,” Washington 
Post, August 6, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/he-fled-the-congo-to-work-in-a-us-meat-plant-then-he--and-hundreds-of-his-co-workers--got-the-
coronavirus/2020/08/06/11e7e13e-c526-11ea-8ffe-372be8d82298_story.html. 

24  Lindsay Fendt, “The JBS Coronavirus Outbreak Is Officially Resolved, but Workers’ Families Are Still Fighting for Compensation,” Colorado Public Radio, 
September 30, 2020, https://www.cpr.org/2020/09/30/colorado-coronavirus-jbs-outbreak-resolved-workers-families-want-compensation/. Chuck Murphy, 
“Meatpacking Giant JBS Battles New Coronavirus Outbreaks at Greeley Plant and Corporate Offices,” CPR News, November 25, 2020, https://www.cpr.
org/2020/11/25/meatpacking-giant-jbs-battles-new-coronavirus-outbreaks-at-greeley-plant-and-corporate-offices/. Colorado Department of Public Health 
&Environment, Colorado COVID-19 Data: Map of Outbreaks, updated March 17, 2021, https://covid19.colorado.gov/data; Leah Douglas, “Mapping Covid-19 
Outbreaks in the Food System,” Food and Environment Reporting Network, April 22, 2020, updated April 1, 2021, https://thefern.org/2020/04/mapping-covid-19-in-
meat-and-food-processing-plants/.

25  Adam Belz, Elizabeth Flores, and Craig Stanley, “As Coronavirus Loomed, Worthington Pork Plant Refused to Slow Down,” Star Tribune, May 16, 2020,  
https://www.startribune.com/as-coronavirus-loomed-worthington-pork-plant-refused-to-slow-down/570516612/?refresh=true.

26  David Wallinga, “COVID-19 Hot Spots Put Meatpacker Giants on the Front Burner,” NRDC Expert Blog, May 5, 2020, https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-wallinga-
md/covid-19-hot-spots-put-meatpacker-giants-front-burner. 

27  Leah Douglas, “Mapping Covid-19 Outbreaks in the Food System,” Food and Environment Reporting Network, April 22, 2020, updated April 1, 2021,  
https://thefern.org/2020/04/mapping-covid-19-in-meat-and-food-processing-plants/. Mike Hughlett, “More Than 200 at Quality Pork, Hormel in Austin 
Test Positive for COVID-19,” Star Tribune, June 5, 2020, https://www.startribune.com/more-than-200-at-hormel-quality-pork-processors-test-positive-for-
covid-19/571058272/.

28  James Walsh and Mike Hughlett, “COVID-19 Cases Hit 194 at Minnesota Meat Processing Plant,” Star Tribune, May 12, 2020, https://www.startribune.com/covid-
19-cases-hit-194-at-pilgrim-s-pride-plant/570392152/. 

29  Ibid.

30  Michelle A. Waltenburg et al., “Update: COVID-19 Among Workers in Meat and Poultry Processing Facilities—United States, April–May 2020,” Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report 69, no. 27 (July 10, 2020): 887-92, http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6927e2external icon. Camilla Veras Mota, “Covid-19 se Alastra 
em Frigoríficos e Põe Brasileiros e Imigrantes em Risco,” BBC News—Brasil, July 22, 2020, https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-53477319. Matt Perez, “87% 
of Meatpacking Workers Infected With Coronavius Have Been Racial and Ethnic Minorities, CDC Says,” Forbes, July 7, 2020, https://www.forbes.com/sites/
mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f (accessed 
December 16, 2020). 

31  Matt Perez, “87% of Meatpacking Workers Infected with Coronavius Have Been Racial and Ethnic Minorities, CDC Says,” Forbes, July 7, 2020, https://www.forbes.
com/sites/mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f. 

32  Tonya Mosley and Cassady Rosenblum, “Do You Know Who Makes Your Meat? Inside JBS, the No.1 Meatpacker in the World,” WBUR “Here and Now,” July 17, 
2020, https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/07/17/meat-packers-jbs-lawsuit-coronavirus. Eric Schlosser, “America’s Slaughterhouses Aren’t Just Killing 
Animals,” The Atlantic, May 12, 2020, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/essentials-meatpeacking-coronavirus/611437/.

33  Sky Chadde, “Tracking Covid-19’s Impact on Meatpacking Workers and Industry,” Investigate Midwest, April 16, 2020, https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/04/16/
tracking-covid-19s-impact-on-meatpacking-workers-and-industry/. Associated Press, “JBS Meatpacking Plant in Greeley Accused of Negligence After COVID-19 
Outbreak,” Colorado Sun, October 8, 2020, https://coloradosun.com/2020/10/08/jbs-meatpacking-plant-coronavirus-negligence/. 

34  Schlosser, “America’s Slaughterhouses.”

35  Nataly Foscaches and Tatiane Klein, ”Dos Frigoríficos às Plantações de Cana: Como o Agronegócio Expôs Indígenas à Covid-19,” Repórter Brasil, June 24, 2020, 
https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2020/06/dos-frigorificos-as-plantacoes-de-cana-como-o-agronegocio-expos-indigenas-a-covid-19/. Veras Mota, “Covid-19 se Alastra 
em Frigoríficos.” Sebastian Martinez Valdivia and Dan Margolies, “Workers Sue Smithfield Foods, Allege Conditions Put Them at Risk for COVID-19,” NPR, April 24, 
2020, https://www.npr.org/2020/04/24/844644200/workers-sue-smithfield-foods-allege-conditions-put-them-at-risk-for-covid-19. 

36  Kimberly Kindy, “More Than 200 Meat Plant Workers in the U.S. Have Died of Covid-19. Federal Regulators Just Issued Two Modest Fines,” Washington Post, 
September 13, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/osha-covid-meat-plant-fines/2020/09/13/1dca3e14-f395-11ea-bc45-e5d48ab44b9f_story.html. 

37  Morgann Jezequel, “Global Appetite for Beef, Soy Fuels Amazon Fires,” Phys Org, August 25, 2019, https://phys.org/news/2019-08-global-appetite-beef-soy-
fuels.html, (accessed March 29, 2021).

38  Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Inspection Detail for JBS, Greeley, Colorado, https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/establishment.inspection_
detail?id=1475131.015 (accessed March 9, 2021).

39  Ibid.

40  Matt Sebastian, “OSHA Fines JBS Greeley,” Denver Post, September 11, 2020, https://www.denverpost.com/2020/09/11/osha-fines-jbs-greeley/.

https://www.propublica.org/article/meatpacking-companies-dismissed-years-of-warnings-but-now-say-nobody-could-have-prepared-for-covid-19
https://chainreactionresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/JBS-CRR-Report-1.pdf
https://www.midiamax.com.br/cotidiano/2020/em-meio-a-suspensao-de-exportacoes-frigorificos-de-ms-tem-mais-de-1-mil-casos-de-covid-19
https://www.midiamax.com.br/cotidiano/2020/em-meio-a-suspensao-de-exportacoes-frigorificos-de-ms-tem-mais-de-1-mil-casos-de-covid-19
https://g1.globo.com/ro/rondonia/rondonia-rural/noticia/2020/06/22/justica-suspende-atividades-da-jbs-pela-2a-vez-apos-casos-de-coronavirus-subirem-1000percent-em-sao-miguel-ro.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ro/rondonia/rondonia-rural/noticia/2020/06/22/justica-suspende-atividades-da-jbs-pela-2a-vez-apos-casos-de-coronavirus-subirem-1000percent-em-sao-miguel-ro.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ro/rondonia/rondonia-rural/noticia/2020/06/22/justica-suspende-atividades-da-jbs-pela-2a-vez-apos-casos-de-coronavirus-subirem-1000percent-em-sao-miguel-ro.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/mt/mato-grosso/noticia/2020/07/28/contaminacao-por-coronavirus-em-frigorifico-de-mt-e-12-vezes-mais-intensa-que-em-cidade-onde-esta-instalado.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/mt/mato-grosso/noticia/2020/07/28/contaminacao-por-coronavirus-em-frigorifico-de-mt-e-12-vezes-mais-intensa-que-em-cidade-onde-esta-instalado.ghtml
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-meat/confirmed-coronavirus-cases-surge-in-reopened-jbs-colorado-beef-plant-worker-dies-union-idUSKBN22C3VR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-meat/confirmed-coronavirus-cases-surge-in-reopened-jbs-colorado-beef-plant-worker-dies-union-idUSKBN22C3VR
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/07/12/jbs-greeley-coronavirus-investigation/
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/07/12/jbs-greeley-coronavirus-investigation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/he-fled-the-congo-to-work-in-a-us-meat-plant-then-he--and-hundreds-of-his-co-workers--got-the-coronavirus/2020/08/06/11e7e13e-c526-11ea-8ffe-372be8d82298_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/he-fled-the-congo-to-work-in-a-us-meat-plant-then-he--and-hundreds-of-his-co-workers--got-the-coronavirus/2020/08/06/11e7e13e-c526-11ea-8ffe-372be8d82298_story.html
https://www.cpr.org/2020/09/30/colorado-coronavirus-jbs-outbreak-resolved-workers-families-want-compensation/
https://www.cpr.org/2020/11/25/meatpacking-giant-jbs-battles-new-coronavirus-outbreaks-at-greeley-plant-and-corporate-offices/
https://www.cpr.org/2020/11/25/meatpacking-giant-jbs-battles-new-coronavirus-outbreaks-at-greeley-plant-and-corporate-offices/
https://www.startribune.com/as-coronavirus-loomed-worthington-pork-plant-refused-to-slow-down/570516612/?refresh=true
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-wallinga-md/covid-19-hot-spots-put-meatpacker-giants-front-burner
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-wallinga-md/covid-19-hot-spots-put-meatpacker-giants-front-burner
https://thefern.org/2020/04/mapping-covid-19-in-meat-and-food-processing-plants/
https://www.startribune.com/more-than-200-at-hormel-quality-pork-processors-test-positive-for-covid-19/571058272/
https://www.startribune.com/more-than-200-at-hormel-quality-pork-processors-test-positive-for-covid-19/571058272/
https://www.startribune.com/covid-19-cases-hit-194-at-pilgrim-s-pride-plant/570392152/
https://www.startribune.com/covid-19-cases-hit-194-at-pilgrim-s-pride-plant/570392152/
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6927e2
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-53477319
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattperez/2020/07/07/87-of-meatpacking-workers-infected-with-coronavirus-have-been-racial-and-ethnic-minorities-cdc-says/?sh=1ab155a1634f
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/07/17/meat-packers-jbs-lawsuit-coronavirus
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/essentials-meatpeacking-coronavirus/611437/
https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/04/16/tracking-covid-19s-impact-on-meatpacking-workers-and-industry/
https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/04/16/tracking-covid-19s-impact-on-meatpacking-workers-and-industry/
https://coloradosun.com/2020/10/08/jbs-meatpacking-plant-coronavirus-negligence/
https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2020/06/dos-frigorificos-as-plantacoes-de-cana-como-o-agronegocio-expos-indigenas-a-covid-19/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/24/844644200/workers-sue-smithfield-foods-allege-conditions-put-them-at-risk-for-covid-19
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/osha-covid-meat-plant-fines/2020/09/13/1dca3e14-f395-11ea-bc45-e5d48ab44b9f_story.html
https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/establishment.inspection_detail?id=1475131.015
https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/establishment.inspection_detail?id=1475131.015


Page 9    NRDCCORPORATE IRRESPONSIBILITY

41  Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Inspection Detail for Swift Pork Company dba JBS USA, Worthington, Minnesota, https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/
establishment.inspection_detail?id=1472850.015 (accessed March 9, 2021).

42  Ana Mano and Marcelo Rochabrun, “Brazil Judge Orders All Workers at JBS Plant to Stay Home Due to Coronavirus,” Reuters, July 17, 2020, https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-brazil/brazil-judge-orders-all-workers-at-jbs-plant-to-stay-home-due-to-coronavirus-idUSKCN24I2FR.

43  Dom Phillips, “ ‘There’s a Direct Relationship’: Brazil Meat Plants Linked to Spread of Covid-19,” The Guardian, July 15, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2020/jul/15/brazil-meat-plants-linked-to-spread-of-covid-19.

44  Larissa Linder and Hyury Potter, “JBS Raciona Mascaras Para Empregados Após Frigoríficos Causarem Surtos de COVID-19,” The Intercept Brasil, August 6, 2020, 
https://theintercept.com/2020/08/06/jbs-frigorificos-mascaras-covid/.

45  Dom Phillips, “ ‘There’s a Direct Relationship.’ ” JBS USA, “Responding to COVID-19,” https://sustainability.jbssa.com/chapters/communities/our-covid-19-
response/.

46  Ibid. 

47  Klemko and Kindy, “He Fled Congo.” 

48  Douglas, “Mapping Covid-19 Outbreaks.” 

49  Veras Mota, “Covid-19 se Alastra em Frigoríficos.”

50  Straits Times, “One in Five Workers in Brazil’s Meat Plants Caught Covid-19,” August 19, 2020, https://www.straitstimes.com/world/americas/one-in-five-workers-
in-brazils-meat-plants-caught-covid-19.

51  Charles A. Taylor, Christopher Coulos, and Douglas Almond, “Livestock Plants and COVID-19 Transmission,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 117, 
no. 50 (December 15, 2020): 31706-15, https://www.pnas.org/content/117/50/31706.

52  U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service, “The COVID-19 Pandemic and Rural America,” last updated December 2020, https://www.ers.usda.gov/
covid-19/rural-america/.

53  Douglas, “Mapping Covid-19 Outbreaks.” 

54  Ana Mano, “Special Report: How COVID-19 Swept the Brazilian Slaughterhouses of JBS, World’s Top Meatpacker,” Reuters, September 8, 2020, https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-specialreport/special-report-how-covid-19-swept-the-brazilian-slaughterhouses-of-jbs-worlds-top-meatpacker-
idUSKBN25Z1HZ. 

55  Ibid. 

56  Hearing of the House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, Health and Safety 
Protections for Meatpacking, Poultry, and Agricultural Workers,” March 2, 2021 (hearing transcript accessed March 5, 2021 at https://appropriations.house.gov/
subcommittees/labor-health-and-human-services-education-and-related-agencies-117th-congress/congress_hearing). 

57  Rosa DeLauro, The Last Among Us: Waging the Battle for the Vulnerable, 2017, Harper Collins: New York, NY. The full quote is as follows: “It bears repeating that 
corporations do not feel free to poison us, sell us spoiled meat, lock our daughters up in ninth-floor sweatshops with no fire escapes, employ our underage sons in 
coal mines, force us to work thirteen-hour shifts without overtime or a break, or call in private armies to fire rifles at those of us who dare strike for higher wages is 
not because corporations experienced a moment of Zen and decided to evolve. No. They were forced into greater accountability and social concern by the legitimate 
actions of a democratic government. In other words, if we depend on good will, we are all screwed.”

58  André Campos et al., “Revealed: New Evidence Links Brazil Meat Giant JBS to Amazon Deforestation,” The Guardian, July 27 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2020/jul/27/revealed-new-evidence-links-brazil-meat-giant-jbs-to-amazon-deforestation.

59  Steinweg, Rijk, and Piotrowski, “JBS: Outsized Deforestation in Supply Chain.” 

60  Greenpeace, How JBS is Still Slaughtering the Amazon.

61  Shefali Sharma, The Rise of Big Meat: Brazil’s Extractive Industry, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, November 2017, https://www.iatp.org/sites/default/
files/2017-11/2017_11_30_RiseBigMeat_f.pdf.

62  Joao Fellet, “Coronavirus ‘could wipe out Brazil’s Indigenous People,’” BBC News, April 2020, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-52139875. (accessed 
July 7, 2020). 

63  Global Fire Data, “Amazon Region,” https://www.globalfiredata.org/regional.html (accessed July 25, 2020). 

64  Foscaches and Klein, “Dos Frigoríficos às Plantações de Cana.” USDA, “The Meatpacking Industry in Rural America During the COVID-19 Pandemic,” December 20, 
2020, https://www.ers.usda.gov/covid-19/rural-america/meatpacking-industry/. 

65  Foscaches and Klein, “Dos Frigoríficos às Plantações de Cana.”

66  Greenpeace, How JBS Is Still Slaughtering the Amazon, 39.

67  Ibid. 

68  Murphy, “Meatpacking Giant JBS Battles New Coronavirus Outbreaks.” 

69  Laura Riley, “As Coronavirus Ravaged Meatpackers, Minorities Bore the Brunt. Now Worker Groups Say Tyson and JBS Violated the Civil Rights Act,” Washington 
Post, July 13, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/13/coronavirus-meat-tyson-jbs-racial-discrimination/.

70  Fendt, “The JBS Coronavirus Outbreak Is Officially Resolved.”

71  Roy Graber, “JBS Reports Record Net Revenue in 2019,” Watt Poultry, March 26, 2020, https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/39910-jbs-reports-record-net-revenue-
in-2019?v=preview#:~:text=Net%20revenue%20for%20JBS%20reached,billion)%20for%20the%20full%20year.

72  Ana Mano, “Nordea Drops JBS Over Environment, COVID-19 Response,” Reuters, August 1, 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-jbs-nordea/nordea-
drops-jbs-shares-over-environment-covid-19-response-idUSKBN24X3VD. 

73  Christopher Doering, “JBS To Restart Plans for US IPO,” Food Dive, August 17, 2020, https://www.fooddive.com/news/jbs-to-restart-plans-for-us-ipo/583578/, 
(accessed March 31, 2021).

74 The National Review, “OSHA Taking Its Time to Issue COVID-19 Emergency Temporary Standard,” March 18, 2021

75 The White House. Executive Order on Protecting Worker Health and Safety. January 21, 2021.

76  President Biden took a positive first step on his first complete day in office, when he issued Executive Order 13999, “Protecting Worker Health and Safety.” 

https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/establishment.inspection_detail?id=1472850.015
https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/establishment.inspection_detail?id=1472850.015
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-brazil/brazil-judge-orders-all-workers-at-jbs-plant-to-stay-home-due-to-coronavirus-idUSKCN24I2FR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-brazil/brazil-judge-orders-all-workers-at-jbs-plant-to-stay-home-due-to-coronavirus-idUSKCN24I2FR
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/15/brazil-meat-plants-linked-to-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/15/brazil-meat-plants-linked-to-spread-of-covid-19
https://theintercept.com/2020/08/06/jbs-frigorificos-mascaras-covid/
https://sustainability.jbssa.com/chapters/communities/our-covid-19-response/
https://sustainability.jbssa.com/chapters/communities/our-covid-19-response/
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/50/31706
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-specialreport/special-report-how-covid-19-swept-the-brazilian-slaughterhouses-of-jbs-worlds-top-meatpacker-idUSKBN25Z1HZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-specialreport/special-report-how-covid-19-swept-the-brazilian-slaughterhouses-of-jbs-worlds-top-meatpacker-idUSKBN25Z1HZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-jbs-specialreport/special-report-how-covid-19-swept-the-brazilian-slaughterhouses-of-jbs-worlds-top-meatpacker-idUSKBN25Z1HZ
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/labor-health-and-human-services-education-and-related-agencies-117th-congress/congress_hearing
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/labor-health-and-human-services-education-and-related-agencies-117th-congress/congress_hearing
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/27/revealed-new-evidence-links-brazil-meat-giant-jbs-to-amazon-deforestation
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/27/revealed-new-evidence-links-brazil-meat-giant-jbs-to-amazon-deforestation
https://www.iatp.org/sites/default/files/2017-11/2017_11_30_RiseBigMeat_f.pdf
https://www.iatp.org/sites/default/files/2017-11/2017_11_30_RiseBigMeat_f.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-52139875
https://www.globalfiredata.org/regional.html
https://www.ers.usda.gov/covid-19/rural-america/meatpacking-industry/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/13/coronavirus-meat-tyson-jbs-racial-discrimination/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-jbs-nordea/nordea-drops-jbs-shares-over-environment-covid-19-response-idUSKBN24X3VD
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-jbs-nordea/nordea-drops-jbs-shares-over-environment-covid-19-response-idUSKBN24X3VD

