September 22, 2005

Dear Senator:

We are writing to ask that you oppose S. 1711, an outrageous attempt to exploit the tragedy of
Hurricane Katrinato justify sweeping waivers of public health, safety and environmental laws.
S.1711 would grant U.S. EPA sole and absolute authority to waive federal or state laws anywhere
in the country for up to one and a half years. And this waiver authority would extend well beyond
environmental laws. EPA must only claim such waiver isin the public interest and is somehow
linked to Hurricane Katrina. The agency need not demonstrate that such waiver is required to
protect public health and safety, and indeed there is no requirement for EPA to provide any
protections in granting waivers.

The bill’ s anti-environmental agenda exploits the human suffering from the hurricane by allowing
private industry to operate above the law and ultimately to risk more suffering to the very people
injured by the hurricane. S.1711 especially threatens the most vulnerable communitiesin the Gulf
Cost, and those living in the shadows of oil refineries, by authorizing the elimination of
protections that ensure they have clean water to drink, clean air to breathe, and theright to livein
atoxic-free community. With the hurricane’ s devastation disproportionately hurting poor and
minority residents already, this bill addsinsult to injury by kicking those residents while they are
down.

EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson told Congress on September 13th that the agency has al the
authority it needs under existing law to respond to Hurricane Katrina, and EPA has already used
that authority to relax some environmental programs. Granting EPA unlimited waiver authority —
and opening the door to risking the health and safety of millions of Americans -- is not the way to
help Gulf states recover from Hurricane Katrina.

Instead of providing authority to waive public health protections, EPA and Congress should be
providing enhanced air and water quality monitoring to both inform the clean-up process and to
give confidence to citizens and businesses returning to and rebuilding New Orleans and the Gulf
Coast that their health will be protected.

A fact sheet on S.1711 is attached. We hope that you will work to oppose this unwise legislation
and similar measures that would use the tragedy of Hurricane Katrinato put our health, safety and
environment at risk.
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