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Fracking Threatens Health of Los
Angeles County Communities Already
Overburdened with Pollution
New analysis reveals thousands of oil and gas wells concentrated near places already
among the most vulnerable to pollution and predominantly communities of color

Los Angeles County is home to more than 6,000 of the state’s 84,434 oil and gas wells,1 and hundreds
of them are located in the city of Los Angeles. This puts wells in close proximity to urban communities
identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency as among the most polluted in the state.2 These
communities—the majority of which are communities of color—are already shouldering a disproportionately
heavy burden from air, water, and soil pollution from existing industrial activity. Impacts include higher rates of
illnesses that are linked to pollution, like asthma.3
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*California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), “CalEnviroScreen Version 2.0,” http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html.
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NRDC’s analysis underscores the need for a time-out on fracking and other dangerous oil and gas stimulation
methods in California to allow for a full evaluation of their risks and determine how to protect against them. It
also highlights the importance of defending a community’s right to restrict or prohibit fracking within its own
borders—rather than waiting for the state to act.
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Greater Los Angeles area showing the density of active and new oil and gas wells as of July 2014 and the
20 percent most vulnerable census tracts according to the CalEnviroScreen 2.0 released in August 2014

This map was created using datasets generated by the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD), FracFocus.org, and the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA). The full report, along with a description of
the methods and tables identifying the most impacted areas, are available here: www.nrdc.org/health/california-fracking-risks.asp.
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