
FIX EPA’s WEAK LEAD & COPPER RULE 
 

Lead in Drinking Water is a Big Public Health & Environmental Justice Issue 

• Lead is a potent toxin. It is especially dangerous to children’s developing brains, interfering with 

their ability to learn and concentrate, and can cause irreversible harm.1 In adults lead has been 

associated with high blood pressure, heart disease and death from cardiovascular disease.2  

• There’s no safe level of lead in water. EPA and health experts agree: even low levels are dangerous.3  

• Black and other people of color are disproportionately exposed to lead from water and other 

sources like paint. Black children are far more likely to be lead poisoned than white children.4 

• Black and Latino neighborhoods are up to twice as likely to have lead service lines than white 

communities in Illinois.5 Similar patterns are expected in other states.  

• Communities of color suffer disproportionately from violations of drinking water rules and 

receive less-effective state and EPA response, according to analyses of EPA’s national data.6 

EPA’s 1991 Lead & Copper Rule 

• EPA established its “Lead and Copper Rule” (LCR) in 1991.7 There have been no substantial 

updates since then. 

• EPA’s Old 1991 LCR includes 4 major components: 

➢  A “lead action level” of 15 parts per billion (ppb) lead. This is not a health-based 

number. It only means that water systems exceeding it are supposed to take certain actions 

to try to reduce their lead levels. The action level is measured at the 90th percentile, 

meaning that up to 10% of high-risk home water taps can exceed it without consequences. 

➢ Corrosion Control Treatment. This requires many water systems (small ones, which 

comprise the majority of systems, often are exempt) to add chemicals to their water to 

reduce how corrosive it is. This can help reduce, but not prevent, the amount of lead that the 

water releases from lead service lines or lead in home plumbing. 

➢ Lead Service Line Replacement in Very Limited Cases. Only water systems consistently 

exceeding the 15 ppb action level must start removing lead service lines at a slow rate of 

7% per year, but only as long as they are exceeding the action level. Few systems have 

replaced all their lead service lines. 

➢ Public Notification and Education. Customers who participate in compliance sampling, 

and all users of a system exceeding the action level must be notified. Also, public education 

provisions in theory are supposed to educate consumers about lead in water. 

The Trump EPA’s January 2021 Lead & Copper Rule  

• The Trump EPA’s revised LCR8 sticks with most of the worst aspects of the old 1991 rule. It: 

➢ Doesn’t set a Maximum Contaminant Level for lead, so there is no highest allowed 

lead level in tap water. 

➢ Delays lead service line replacement, extending the time for highly contaminated 

systems to replace lead lines to 33 years (it was 14 years under the old 1991 rule). 

➢ Keeps the weak 15 ppb lead action level and weak corrosion control requirements.  

➢ Fails to ensure that testing for lead will pick up elevated lead levels in many homes. 

➢ Makes only minor changes to improve lead public notification and education. 

➢ Creates misleading, inadequate sampling requirements in schools and childcares. 



Talking Points: How to Fix the Trump EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule  

• Set a Maximum Contaminant Level at the tap for lead of 5 ppb. It is feasible to monitor for 

lead at this level, and if a water system can prove it’s removed all lead service lines and installed 

full corrosion control, it could be considered in compliance. This would substantially simplify 

enforcement and implementation.  

OR: 

• If EPA won’t set a Maximum Contaminant Level for lead, at a minimum it should: 

➢ Require all lead service lines to be replaced within 10 years. 

➢ Reduce the “action level” to 5 ppb. 

➢ Improve monitoring so both first-draw water and water from lead service lines is 

checked. The Trump EPA rule only requires testing of the 5th liter of water, not first 

draw water from the tap, so lead released due to corrosive water in interior plumbing 

will be missed. 

➢ Require better corrosion control, monitoring, public education and notification. 

➢ Fix the lead in schools and childcares provisions to have water systems help with 

installing lead filters instead of relying on inadequate and misleading extremely 

limited testing. 
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