INTERNATIONAL: INDIA

JULY 2021

FACTSHEET

INDIA AND THE KIGALI
AMENDMENT TO THE
MONTREAL PROTOCOL
The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, the
global pact to phase down super-climate-pollutants
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Amendment in June 2021, India is the last major economy

the Kigali Amendment soon would be particularly useful: it
climate-harming gases and encourage other remaining
countries to ratify as well.

Parties at the Montreal Protocol Meeting in Kigali, Rwanda in 2016

India has for decades played a key role in bringing about
the success of the Montreal Protocol, arguably the most

conditioning, and more. These super greenhouse gases are,

was central to the formation of the Kigali Amendment,

potent than carbon dioxide as a contributor to climate

the amendment would not only be a strong signal of the

induced rising temperatures and more frequent heat

support Indian Industry. Ratifying would prompt “the Sooner,
the Better” approach to mitigate against future global climate

refrigeration. India’s demand for room air conditioners is

technologies is now.

Demand is also expected to rise in all major cooling sectors
of mobile air conditioners, room air conditioners, and
refrigeration.

1

To curb emissions from India’s growing refrigerant demand,
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and the Kigali Amendment can help set the country on the
right course.

looking to reduce its emissions of this potent greenhouse
gas.
directed his administration to prepare to send the Kigali

2

Thus, transitioning early to climate-friendly cooling, such as
opportunity to get ahead of the growing cooling demand.

into compliance with the major obligations of the Kigali
Amendment by the start of 2022.6

INDIA IS ALREADY ADVANCING CLIMATEFRIENDLY COOLING

THE WORLD IS MAKING PROGRESS ON HFCs

its commitments under the Paris Agreement. Although
India is yet to ratify the Kigali Amendment, it has shown
strong domestic action on climate friendly and sustainable
cooling. Some of these actions on cooling include:

The

The India Cooling Action Plan
country to ratify
the Kigali Amendment, taking it another step closer to
nd

friendly, and affordable cooling for all, in March 2019. India’s
Amendment process is a major breakthrough signalling that
climate ambition in the cooling sector is fast becoming a

demand in buildings, cold chains, transportation, and

4

Kigali Amendment Phase Down Schedule (India is in A5 Group 2)
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Non-A5, later start
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A-5 Group 1

A5 Group 2

installation of closed-circuit ammonia refrigeration systems.
The Bureau of Indian Standards has also started work on the
room air conditioners.

leaders in their production of R-290 units, which are
substantially less climate polluting than units that utilize
11
Their leadership
on manufacturing split R-290 room air conditioner
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refrigerants.12

Air conditioners in a building in Delhi, India

Promoting Technology Innovation

with a lower climate impact.
domestic action and accelerating its phase-down past

14
9

the breadth of low climate impact solutions. Appropriate

10

Evolving Domestic Standards on Refrigerants and Industry
Innovation

KEY REASONS FOR INDIA TO RATIFY THE KIGALI
AMENDMENT

India has implemented a series of domestic standards that
Amendment are below.
sector is already using ammonia as a refrigerant, India plans

1.

A boost for India’s domestic manufacturing and
employment generation goals
signify that India is ready to compete in the market for
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climate action targets. Demand for cooling is expected
people in India lack access to cooling. Sustainable
cooling, cooling that is powered by sources that are not
climate polluting, is critical to ensure Indians are not
exposed to extreme heat risk and is critical to sustaining
access to cooling in the long run.

refrigerant market transformation, including room
Early adoption can help signal to industry

3.

to manufacture in India. If India is seen as a hub for

globe and help bolster India’s efforts to establish smart

16

2.

A position of strength at the Montreal Protocol. India
has already established strong climate credentials
from its work on the Montreal Protocol for the past

Achieving India’s climate change and cooling
commitments. India is one of the few countries on
track to meet its climate commitments under the Paris
Agreement. Ratifying Kigali would further solidify

19

minimum energy standards for commercial buildings.

In addition,

20

in India’s ongoing efforts to curb emissions and cut

The

refrigerants. India is a big proponent of enhancing or

Ratifying the Kigali Amendment would demonstrate
for millions while balancing the need to protect the

multilateral funding.
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4.

Indian Government and Civil Society Stakeholders at the Montreal Protocol
Discussion in November 2019
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Build upon the progress India has made on phasing
down HFCs

but may not be enough by itself for India to meet Kigali
timelines.21

Kigali amendment would help India continue forward

A country that
does not ratify the Amendment risks operating with
technologies that are becoming obsolete or failing to
upgrade its processes and facilities. It therefore will
22

would signal to the international community that India
remains a critical global stakeholder in charting a low
carbon future and is committed to climate-friendly cooling
for all. This will also lead to a ripple effect, encouraging

technology. Without proper market signals, dumping
refrigerants also remains a risk, though that is more of
a risk in the informal market.

increase climate ambition. Ratifying the Kigali Amendment
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ABOUT THE NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL
The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is an international non-profit environmental organization with more than 3 million
members and online activists. Since 1970, our lawyers, scientists, and other environmental specialists have worked to protect
the world’s natural resources, public health, and the environment. NRDC’s India Program on Climate Change and Clean Energy,
launched in 2009, works with local partners to help build a low-carbon, sustainable economy.
https://www.nrdc.org; Twitter @NRDC_India

ABOUT TERI
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) develops solutions to global problems in the fields of energy, environment and current
patterns of development not only by identifying and articulating intellectual challenges straddling a number of disciplines of
knowledge but also by mounting research, training, and demonstration projects leading to development of specific problem-based
advanced technologies that help carry benefits to society at large.
www.teriin.org/index.php
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