
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding  
Georgia-Pacific Policy to Protect  
Hardwood Forests 

Q: Why is Georgia-Pacific (GP) adopting this policy and why now?
A: Over the past several years, large corporate consumers have been asking suppliers for assurances that their 
wood and paper products are sourced responsibly. In today’s competitive marketplace, wood products companies 
need to have a meaningful sustainability position to remain competitive. Through this multiparty, science-driven 
process, GP can now provide certainty to their customers that none of their products will be sourced from 
Endangered Forests, Special Areas, or new plantations established at the expense of natural hardwood forests. 

Q: What will be the impact of this policy statement?
A: GP is one of the largest wood and paper products companies operating in the South, which is the foremost 
wood and paper producing region of the world. GP has a large wood and fiber purchasing footprint, and the 
company’s commitment to protect Endangered Forests and Special Areas and maintain forest diversity will help 
preserve incredibly special places on the landscape, as well as the natural heritage and resources of the South, for 
generations to come. This policy goes to the heart of everything GP does and affects everything they produce 
from plywood production to household items. Through this policy statement, GP is sending the clear message 
that wood and paper manufacturers can remain profitable while avoiding wood from Endangered Forests and 
Special Areas and maintaining forest diversity. 

Q: Georgia-Pacific does not own the land involved in this policy. How, then, does this 
statement protect these forests? 
A: As one of the largest wood products companies in the region, GP helps create a market for private and 
industrial landowners who sell wood from their forestlands. With this policy statement, GP is supporting the 
protection of Endangered Forests and Specials Areas and helping maintain forest diversity. And, ultimately, 
they are setting an example within the industry. NRDC and Dogwood Alliance hope others in the sector will 
follow GP’s lead in employing innovative means to be successful in business while protecting the Southeast’s 
biodiversity and its most precious natural places. 

Q: What was the process implemented to determine these protected areas? How were 
environmental groups involved in helping GP make these decisions? 
A: Over the past two years, GP worked closely with Dogwood Alliance, Natural Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC), and Rainforest Action Network (RAN)—was well as representatives of the Natural Resources Spatial 
Analysis Lab at the University of Georgia—to help develop a process for identifying Endangered Forests and 
Special Areas. Teams from each organization worked with GP on every aspect of the process, from reviewing and 
commenting on data, to determining methodology and producing initial results. 

Q: The endangered forests and special areas are all in the Mid-Atlantic region. Doesn’t the 
South have other Endangered Forests and Special Areas? Why aren’t those included? Will 
they be protected in the future? 
A: Mapping the Mid-Atlantic forests was just the first step in the process. GP will be mapping all of its key 
supply regions, including other areas in the Southern United States over the next few years. The next eco-region 
to be mapped will be the Southeastern Conifer Forest which extends along the Gulf Coast. Dogwood Alliance 
and NRDC look forward to continuing their work with GP to identify Endangered Forests and Special Areas 
across their supply regions.



Q: Why is this statement dated February 2008, but just now being released? 
A: We wanted to make sure words were being supported by action. This commitment by GP has been years in 
the making. It is the result of ongoing consultation with Dogwood Alliance, NRDC, and RAN that began in 
2004. The policy statement was completed in 2008. Since then, GP has implemented many of the provisions, 
while ironing out the science-based methodology necessary to support it. Georgia Pacific’s leaders, along with 
Dogwood Alliance, NRDC, and RAN were committed to ensuring that the statement was fully ready for 
widespread implementation upon public release. The significance of this announcement is that GP has carried 
out the necessary work to demonstrate how its commitments will affect their practices in the forests—where it 
really matters. 

Q: How do environmental groups balance efforts to work with and against corporate 
entities?
A: They are simply different tools in the same toolkit. We at Dogwood Alliance and NRDC seek any and all 
opportunities to make genuine gains for the environment. Often we need to hold corporations accountable 
in courtrooms and in the public eye in order to affect positive environmental change. But sometimes there is 
room at the same table to hammer out a solution that everyone agrees is smart environmental policy and smart 
business. We seek out these opportunities, while still making it clear we will use all necessary tools in that kit 
when needed. This current announcement is not a blanket endorsement of Georgia-Pacific as a company. 
Rather, it is specifically intended to congratulate and promote a significant step forward in GP’s forestry practices 
that will help protect Endangered Forests and Special Areas and maintain forest diversity. 

BACKGROUND ON PINE PLANTATIONS

Q: What is so bad about converting natural forests to pine?
A. Pine plantations are not actually forests at all—they are industrial row crops managed in straight lines for 
the sheer purpose of fiber production. Pine plantations are home to 90 to 95 percent fewer species than natural 
forests. And, once established, they wreak havoc on the surrounding ecosystems. When natural forests are 
clear-cut and the ground is prepared for planting tree crops, soil—which was previously retained by the roots 
of trees—is released into creeks and rivers, covering lake bottoms and streambeds, and smothering food sources 
and fish spawning sites. In addition, chemicals—such as herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers—are routinely 
applied to stifle the re-growth of natural vegetation, promote the rapid growth of the crop, and combat beetle 
infestations to which pine plantations are susceptible. These chemicals make their way into water sources, 
polluting lakes and streams which can negatively impact aquatic plants, fish, and the surrounding human 
communities that depend on these sources for drinking water.

Q: How pervasive is the practice of supplanting forests with pine plantations? 
A: Pine plantations currently occupy more than 43 million acres which is 20 percent of all Southern “forests,” 
at this point. According to the United States Forest Service (USFS), if current trends continue, pine plantations 
will likely increase by 60 percent to 54 million acres by 2040, comprising over one quarter of all regional 
woodlands—the size of North Carolina and South Carolina combined. 

Q: What is the history of pine plantations? Was this practice always popular? 
A: The timber industry has boomed in the last half-century and, in order to feed its growing appetite for wood 
products, so have pine plantations. In the early 1950s there were around 2 million acres of planted pine in the 
region. That figure has skyrocketed to more than 40 million acres of pine plantations today. Between the 1980s 
and 1990s, 75 percent or 9 million acres of new pine plantations were established on land that was previously 
natural forests.



PROTECTING THE REGION’S BIODIVERSITY 

Q: We hear a lot about the biodiversity of the Amazon and other tropical rainforests, are 
Southern Forests an important area for conservation?
A: The South is home to more plant and animal species than anywhere else in North America. It contains the 
greatest diversity of freshwater wetland communities on the continent and ranks among the top ten in the 
United States and Canada for numbers of reptile, bird, and tree species. The preservation of extremely biodiverse 
Southern forests is imperative to conservation efforts.

Q: Why do your organizations think it is important to change current forest industry 
practices?
A: Currently less than two percent of the region’s forests are protected, and the South produces more wood and 
paper than any other place in the world. The intense wood and paper production in the region has driven the 
replacement of millions of acres of natural forests with fast-growing industrial pine plantations that are routinely 
sprayed with toxic chemicals, a practice that not only negatively impacts local communities but degrades 
wildlife habitat and releases carbon into the atmosphere. Many Southern forest dwelling species are at risk of 
disappearing across the landscape due to fragmentation, conversion, and degradation of their natural habitat. 
This threat is heightened in the face of climate change when species will need intact corridors to migrate as 
climate patterns shift. 

Q: What are the broader environmental implications of preserving natural forests?
A: The biodiverse forests of the Southeast contribute to the area’s designation as an important carbon sink, 
helping to offset climate change by soaking up and storing carbon dioxide for an indefinite period of time. 
According to the most recent study by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2004, forests in the 
United States sequestered 10.6 percent of all carbon dioxide released by the combustion of fossil fuels. Protecting 
more forests means many vital carbon sinks will remain intact to help balance the climate. 
 Natural forests are also a line of defense from the cataclysmic potential of hurricanes, tornadoes and flash 
flooding, all common in the South. Unlike natural forests, industrial pine plantations have substantially smaller 
canopies and provide only minimal protection for the terrain. Georgia- Pacific’s policy will ensure that more 
natural vegetation stays in place, protecting treasured natural areas from storms. 


