
NRDC MEMO: HOW SEN. PORTMAN IS PROTECTING BIG POLLUTERS  

INSTEAD OF OHIO’S CHILDREN & FAMILIES  

 

Senator Rob Portman is spearheading legislation in Congress to let Ohio’s power plants keep 
dumping unlimited carbon pollution into our air. He recently introduced an amendment (#679) to 
the Senate Budget Resolution that would dismantle Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
Clean Power Plan to set the first-ever limits on carbon pollution from power plants.  

Carbon pollution is the major cause of catastrophic climate change, which endangers public 
health and damages Ohio’s economy.  Cutting carbon pollution as the EPA has proposed would 
also cut soot and smog pollution that trigger asthma attacks.   The Clean Power Plan will lead to 
money-saving investments in energy efficiency for homes and businesses, and create clean 
energy jobs. 

Under current law, states have the first shot at writing a state plan to reduce carbon pollution 
from its power plants to meet federal targets.  But if a state doesn't write its own clean air plan, 
the Clean Air Act requires EPA to regulate the state's power plants directly.   

Sen. Portman’s measure would make the Clean Air Act optional. i  A state could "opt out" simply 
by declaring that meeting carbon standards would cost the polluters money – that compliance 
would “impair investments in existing electric generating capacity.”  Under Portman’s 
amendment, EPA would no longer be allowed to step in with federal pollution limits if a state 
chooses not to act. 

By repealing the national guarantee that makes the Clean Air Act work, Portman’s proposal 
would take us back fifty years to the dark days when polluters could play states off against each 
other – when there were no national rules to level the playing field and there was no federal 
back-up when states failed to act. 

Here are the effects of Senator Portman’s actions on Ohio: 

PORTMAN’S PROPOSAL WOULD HURT THE HEALTH OF OHIO FAMILIES AND 
CHILDREN: 

Cutting carbon pollution from power plants would have immediate and long-term health 
benefits: 

 Carbon pollution standards for power plants could save 2,800 lives and prevent 760 
hospitalizations in Ohio from 2020-2030ii, according to a 2014 analysis by the Harvard 
School of Public Health.  
 

 Nearly two million Ohioans suffer from asthma and other chronic respiratory diseases,iii 
including 270,000 asthmatic children in 2013.iv Over 25,000 asthmatic Ohio children had 



to be rushed to the emergency room in 2008.v   
 
Climate change, driven by rising carbon pollution, leads to higher concentrations of 
ground-level ozone, or the pollutant smog, which aggravates asthma and other respiratory 
ailments.vi Nineteen counties surrounding or near Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Columbus 
all have ozone levels that exceed EPA standards.vii 
 

 Those who suffer from asthma and respiratory diseases are not the only ones at risk. The 
elderly, children and people in economically disadvantaged communities face particularly 
acute risks from air pollution even if they don’t also suffer from asthma or other 
respiratory diseases but such illnesses tend to be over-represented in such populations. 
Ohio has: 

o 2.6 million children  
o More than 1.7 million people who are at least 65 years old  
o 1.8 million people of low income.viii  

 
 Extreme heat and heat waves lead to increased illness and death. In fact, Ohio’s four most 

populous cities could see heat-related deaths increase by 70 % to 120 % by the 2080s.ix 
 

 Heavy-precipitation events, which are made more likely by climate change, are already 
on the rise in the United States, and their frequency and magnitude are expected to 
increase in the years to come.  

o Extreme rainfall events have become 49 % more frequent in Ohio over the 
past 60 years.x These heavy rains not only increase the risk of flooding, the 
second deadliest of all weather-related hazards in the nation, but can also lead 
to drinking water contamination and disease outbreaks.  

o People in the Toledo area experience this firsthand in August 2014, when the 
public water system became unsafe thanks to an enormous algal bloom. The 
“do not drink” advisory from August 2 to August 4 affected some 500,000 
citizens.xi  

PORTMAN’S PROPOSAL IGNORES THE FACT THAT CLIMATE CHANGE IS ALREADY 
COSTING OHIOANS 

 Ohioans paid an estimated $4.2 billion or about $1,100 per taxpayer in federal taxes for 
recovery from extreme weather events in 2012 alone.xii 

PORTMAN’S PROPOSAL WOULD HALT ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF CURBING 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

NRDC’s analysis finds that with a strong reliance on energy efficiency, Ohio could achieve even 
greater reductions than the EPA’s proposal calls for, with the following economic benefitsxiii:   

 8,600 new energy efficiency jobs.  



 $903 million in savings on electric bills in 2020, with savings for households and 
businesses:  

o Out of that total, Ohio households save $399 million , while 
o Ohio businesses would save $504 million.  

Ohio’s clean energy policies and growing energy efficiency and renewable energy industries 
have provided big benefits to the state including: 

o $230 million in energy bill savings for homeowners and businessesxiv; 
o Nearly 24, 000 new jobs in research and development, manufacturing, 

construction, engineering, administration and other fieldsxv; 
o $600 million in new investments in the state’s economyxvi. 

PORTMAN’S PROPOSAL GOES AGAINST THE WISHES OF OHIOANS, LEADING 
HEALTH & BUSINESS GROUPS 
  

 A recent bipartisan poll shows that 84% of Ohioans support Ohio developing a plan to 
meet the EPA carbon limits – and that support includes 87% of Republicans and 80% of 
Independents.xvii Under Portman’s proposal, however, state leaders could choose to do no 
plan at all.  
 

 An impressive array of small businesses, Fortune 500 firms, and major investors support 
the Clean Power Plan, including the Business Roundtable {really?}, Small Business 
Majority, Environmental Entrepreneurs, the American Sustainable Business Council, the 
Business Council for Sustainable Energy, Advanced Energy Economy, American Wind 
Energy Association, and the SolarEnergy Industries Association. 
 

 Health groups warmly welcomed the standards, including the American Lung 
Association, the American Public Health Association, the National Hispanic Medical 
Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Thoracic Society.  
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