To:

Eric Werwa, Deputy Assistant Secretary, DOI
Eve Barnett, Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs Analyst, DOI

Cc:

Randy Moore, Forest Service Chief, USFS
Meryl Harrell, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment, USFS
Chris French, Deputy Chief for National Forest Systems, USFS
Tracy Stone Manning, Director, BLM
Laura Daniel-Davis, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, BLM
Nada Culver, Deputy Director, Policy and Programs, BLM
Stephenne Harding, Senior Director for Lands, CEQ
Radha Adhar, Director of Legislative Affairs, CEQ

Re:
American Conservation and Stewardship Atlas, Docket DOI-2021-0016
Date: March 7th, 2022

Dear Mr. Werwa and Ms. Barnett,
The undersigned organizations respectfully request that the Department of the Interior and
Department of Agriculture safeguard mature and old-growth trees and forests across federal
lands. To this end, our organizations are calling on the Administration to promulgate a strong
and durable rule to protect mature and old-growth trees and forests from logging across federal
public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service as a
cornerstone of US climate policy. We also underscore the importance of linking national policy
to international climate commitments that “emphasizes the importance of protecting, conserving
and restoring nature and ecosystems.”1 A rulemaking to secure these forest protections would
advance the goals of the 30x30 initiative and take a profound step toward addressing the most
important environmental challenges of our time. Along with identifying areas that are already
permanently protected, the conservation and stewardship Atlas should include information
highlighting the urgent importance of conserving mature and old-growth trees and forests from
logging and prioritizing the recovery of old-growth forests that have been lost on federal lands.
As outlined below, protecting these critical forest elements is a low-cost, scientifically proven,
rapidly deployable strategy for both climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Older forests/trees as natural climate solutions — Older trees and forests make essential
contributions to mitigating climate change as natural climate solutions.2 They store vast amounts
of carbon accumulated over decades to centuries and are continuously sequestering additional
carbon as they grow and age.
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The annual rate of carbon sequestration generally increases as trees get older and larger,3 and
older trees in general store a disproportionate amount of a forest’s above-ground carbon.4 Cutting
down older trees and forest stands emits a substantial amount of that carbon back into the
atmosphere even when storage in wood products is taken into account.5 Tree planting following
logging is not an adequate substitution measure for older forests as it can take at least a century
to make up the carbon lost in logging old trees.6
In sum, there is no comparison between the carbon value of bigger trees versus much smaller
saplings.7 In the Northeast US, for example, protected forests that have been allowed to age
without human disturbance cover just 5 percent of the region’s land area but store 30 percent of
the total aboveground forest carbon.8 In temperate rainforests of the Pacific Northwest, older
forests can have higher biomass carbon density per acre than both boreal and tropical forests.9
The majority of the most carbon-dense forests in this region are on federal lands and have
benefited from reduced logging levels.10
Older forests/trees and climate adaptation — Mature and old-growth trees and forests support
adaptation to the impacts of climate change that ecosystems and people across the country are
already experiencing. For instance, older forests maintain water balance in forested watersheds,11
which helps reduce the impacts of flooding and drought.12 They also produce the highest outputs
of ecosystem services like clean drinking water13 and provide climate refugia for diverse fish and
wildlife.14
Many tree species also tend to become naturally more resistant to fire as they mature — they
develop thick fire-resistant bark, maintain high canopies that help maintain a cool, moist
understory, and hold their most flammable biomass high above the ground and out of reach of
surface fires.15 While land management agencies should adhere to the best available science for
mitigating the future risk of wildfire to communities, conserving mature and old-growth trees
and forests is not in conflict with these objectives.
Older forests/trees and biodiversity benefits - Across all forest types and regions, older trees and
forests provide vital habitat for many plants and wildlife, particularly imperiled species. For
example, the availability of dead, dying, and downed wood (increasingly removed from forests
for biofuels, mass timber, or other uses of so-called “low-grade wood”) is critical for the viability
of many species, from insectivorous bats that help to keep insect pests in check to pine marten to
a wide range of beneficial invertebrates.16 Many of the nation’s most imperiled bird species are
adapted to older forests and rely upon complex forest structure for their survival, including snags
and large living trees.17 In general, the biodiversity found in older forests tends to be far higher
compared to logged forests across the country.
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Older forests/trees and environmental justice benefits: Forests purify the air we breathe, filter the
water we drink, and support the salmon and other wildlife that are intrinsic to our nation’s
identity. Protecting and recovering mature and old growth forests across federal lands in the U.S.
offers numerous environmental justice co-benefits that are difficult to quantify, but must also be
considered. Access to nature and outdoor recreation, enhanced public health, and cultural
practices can all be supported through better forest protections.
A strong and enduring rule that secures the protection of older forests and trees on federal public
lands for the benefit of this and future generations would advance the goals of the 30x30
initiative and take a profound step toward addressing the global climate and biodiversity crises.
We request that you include this information in the Atlas and in response to President Biden’s
30x30 Executive Order.
Sincerely,
Alaska Rainforest Defenders
Alaska Wilderness League
Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project
Cascade Forest Conservancy
Cascade-Volcanoes Chapter
Cascadia Climate Action Now
Cascadia Wildlands
Center for Biological Diversity
Central Oregon Bitter Brush Broads Chapter
Central Oregon LandWatch
Coast Range Association
Conservation Northwest
Cottonwood Environmental Law Center
Deer Creek Valley Natural Resources
Conservation Association
Dogwood Alliance
Earth Action, Inc.
Earth Law Center
Earthjustice
Environment America
Environmental Action
Environmental Law & Policy Center
Environmental Protection Information
Center (EPIC)

Forest Keeper
Forest Web
Friends of Big Ivy
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Greater Hells Canyon Council
High Country Conservation Advocates
Highlands Nature Sanctuary, dba Arc of
Appalachia
I Heart Pisgah
Inland Ocean Coalition
Kentucky Heartwood
Klamath Forest Alliance
Los Padres ForestWatch
Natural Resources Council of Maine
Natural Resources Defense Council
New Jersey Highlands Coalition
No Methanol 360
Old-Growth Forest Network
Olympic Climate Action
Olympic Park Advocates
Oregon Wild
Palouse Great Old Broads
Peoples Voice on Climate
Rocky Mountain Wild
Sierra Club
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Soda Mountain Wilderness Council
South Umpqua Rural Community
Partnership
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
Southern Environmental Law Center
Standing Trees
SunrisePDX
The Clinch Coalition
The Fire Restoration Group
Umpqua Watersheds
Washington Wild

Wild Heritage, Project of Earth Island
Institute
Wild Orca
WildEarth Guardians
Williams Community Forest Project
Yaak Valley Forest Council
350 Eugene
350 Mass
350 Montana
350 PDX
350 Seattle
350 Washington County
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