
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slow Food California   •   UFCW Western States Council 
 
 
September 21, 2015 
 
Governor Jerry Brown 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Re: SB 27 (Hill) (as amended September 10, 2015) – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Governor Brown: 
 
We write to urge you to sign SB 27 by Senator Hill regarding the use of antibiotics in farm animals. We 
appreciate your staff and administration’s efforts to craft amendments to the bill that addressed our 
concerns. We also appreciate Senator Hill’s efforts to tackle this important public health issue. Thank 
you for standing on the side of public health and requesting improvements to the bill. The bill that 
passed the legislature represents a significant step forward in addressing the overuse and misuse of 
antibiotics in livestock production.  
 
As you already know, antibiotic-resistant infections kill 23,000 people in this country alone and sicken 
millions. Experts warn that if we don’t act now to stem the growth and spread of these infections, they 
could become more deadly than cancer by 2050. To stop the spread of drug-resistant bacteria, we need 
to end the overuse of antibiotics, and 70 percent of medically important antibiotics are sold for use on 
livestock. The Centers for Disease Control found in their 2013 report that “much of antibiotic use in 
animals is unnecessary and inappropriate and makes everyone less safe."   
 
The bill heading to your desk curbs the regular use of antibiotics for prophylaxis on animals that are not 
sick and prohibits antibiotic use for growth promotion. Addressing both is critical to progress on 
addressing antibiotic overuse in livestock production. The bill also requires the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture to develop a monitoring program that collects information on antibiotic use in 
livestock, while making clear the agency’s authority to access veterinary feed directives in service of the 
monitoring program. Finally, it puts antibiotic use under veterinary oversight and calls for stewardship 
guidelines and best management practices for the use of antibiotics in the livestock sector.  
 



While much more remains to be done to address the public health crisis of antibiotic resistance, SB 27 
represents significant progress beyond flawed federal policy and the status quo on antibiotic use in 
livestock. With your signature on SB 27, California will be at the forefront of efforts to reduce the misuse 
and overuse of antibiotics in livestock. Under your leadership, California is helping to protect public 
health and keep antibiotics working to protect our families when they are needed.  
 
We appreciate your attention to the science behind this issue and to the concerns of our broad coalition 
of public health, medical, environmental, community, farm, and business voices. We respectfully 
request that you sign SB 27 into law so that we can start working with your administration on 
implementation right away. 
 
Thank you again for your careful consideration of this critical public health issue.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrew Gunther 
Program Director 
Animal Welfare Approved 
 
Jenna Price 
Legislative Affairs Manager 
California League of Conservation Voters 
 
 
Rebecca Spector 
West Coast Director 
Center for Food Safety 
 
Miriam Gordon 
State Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Bill Allayaud 
CA Director of Governmental Affairs 
Environmental Working Group 
 
Avinash Kar 
Senior Attorney 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
Michael Dimock 
President 
Roots of Change 
 
Sam Rodriguez 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
UFCW Western States Council 
 

 
Emily Rusch 
Executive Director 
CALPIRG 
 
Bob Martin 
Food System Policy Program Director 
Center for a Livable Future,  
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
Steve Ells 
Chairman and CEO 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
 
Rachelle Reyes Wenger, MPA 
Director, Public Policy & Community Advocacy 
Dignity Health 
 
Adam Scow 
California Director 
Food and Water Watch 
 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
President, San Francisco Chapter 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Brenda Ruiz 
Chair, Policy Committee 
Slow Food California 
 
 
 


