
 

OSCA@OSCAction.org 3705 33
rd

 Place  NW, Washington, DC 20008 (202) 525-OSCA (6722) 

    Bob Graham, Co-Chair 
    William K. Reilly, Co-Chair   

    Frances Beinecke    
    Donald Boesch   
    Terry D. Garcia   

    Cherry A. Murray   
    Fran Ulmer 

 
 

March 3, 2017 

Statement by the Chairs of the 

National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and 
Offshore Drilling 

On the Arctic Ocean Exploratory Drilling Standards 

  
  

On behalf of all the members of the National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and 
Offshore Drilling, we wish to express our support for retaining the Department of the Interior’s Arctic Ocean 
Exploratory Drilling final technical regulations, published in the Federal Register on July 15, 2016 (30 CFR 
Parts 250 and 254 and 30 CFR Part 550). These protections, drafted to take into account the Arctic Outer 
Continental Shelf’s remote, icy, and stormy conditions as well as the species important to Alaska Inupiats’ 
subsistence and culture, are essential preconditions for any future Arctic Ocean drilling operations. 
  
As stated in our report, Deepwater: The Gulf Oil Disaster and the Future of Offshore Drilling: The 
remoteness and weather of the Arctic frontier create special challenges in the event of an oil spill. 
Successful oil-spill response methods from the Gulf of Mexico, or anywhere else, cannot simply be 
transferred to the Arctic…the Department of the Interior should ensure that the containment and response 
plans proposed by industry are adequate for each stage of development (pp. 303-4) 
  
We believe that these exploratory drilling regulations are necessary to prevent or reduce the severity or 
duration of a catastrophic oil spill in the Arctic Ocean. 
  
As for their cost, we note that Shell operated under each of the regulations’ major oil spill prevention and 
response provisions during its Arctic Ocean drilling operations in 2012 and 2015. Given the high-risk, high-
reward nature of Arctic Ocean oil and gas operations, the cost of these measures is not unreasonable to 
promote safety and environmental protection. 
  
We urge the U.S. House and Senate not to overturn these regulations under the authority granted 
Congress by the Congressional Review Act, or otherwise. 

       

 

 

 

 


