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Issue	Brief:	The	Decline	of	the	Val-d’Or	Caribou	Should	Be	a	Wakeup	Call	for	Quebec	

	
After	more	than	a	month	of	protests	and	public	outcry,	the	Quebec	government	has	
abandoned	its	ill-conceived	plan	to	move	the	critically	imperiled	Val-d’Or	caribou	herd	to	a	
zoo.1	This	demonstrates	the	power	the	public	can	have	in	preserving	Canada’s	ecological	
treasures.	The	victory,	however,	is	bittersweet.	While	the	Val-d’Or	herd	will	be	allowed	to	
remain	in	its	home	habitat,	its	long-term	survival	remains	unlikely.	Decades	of	Quebec’s	
indiscriminate	green-lighting	of	logging	and	other	development	have	severely	degraded	the	
herd’s	natural	habitat,	depleting	the	herd	to	no	more	than	15	individuals.2		
	
Quebec’s	recent	misguided	and,	thankfully,	abandoned,	decision	to	move	the	Val-d’Or	herd	
to	a	zoo	is	simply	the	latest	in	decades	of	poor	policy	choices	province-wide	that	have	
allowed	the	continued	degradation	of	the	boreal	forest.	As	the	zoo	announcement	made	
clear,	Quebec	still	has	no	comprehensive,	cogent	caribou	policy	in	place,	instead	continuing	
its	decades-long	practice	of	making	halfhearted	gestures	toward	conservation	that	offer	
insufficient	protection	for	the	forest	and	its	species.	Even	now,	after	admitting	that	the	Val-
d’Or	herd’s	condition	was	dire	enough	to	warrant	putting	them	in	a	zoo,	the	Quebec	
government	refuses	to	take	additional	measures	to	protect	their	forest	habitat.3				
	
For	years,	the	provincial	government	has	offered	hollow	promises	to	protect	this	iconic	
species,	only	to	continually	approve	logging	expansions	in	the	intact	boreal	forests	the	
caribou	call	home.	Now,	places	like	the	Broadback	River	watershed,	which	is	critical	
caribou	habitat	and	has	been	home	to	First	Nations	including	the	Waswanipi	Cree4	for	
millennia,	are	facing	a	similar	logging	threat.5	The	Val-d’Or	herd’s	precipitous	decline	and	
uncertain	future	should	serve	as	a	wake-up	call	that	without	meaningful	forest	and	caribou	
habitat	protections,	the	fate	of	the	Val-d’Or	herd	could	become	the	fate	of	caribou	in	the	
Broadback	and	across	the	province.	

																																																								
1	Les	caribous	de	Val-d’Or	ne	seront	pas	accueillis	par	la	Zoo	de	Saint-Félicien,	RADIO-CANADA,	June	6,	2017,	
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1038168/caribous-val-dor-zoo-de-st-felicien-se-retire.		
2	Montgomery,	Angelica,	Quebec	to	send	threatened	woodland	caribou	to	zoo	for	protection,	CBC	NEWS,	April	21,	
2017,	http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/val-dor-saint-felicien-zoo-species-environment-threatened-
1.4079605.		
3	Shields,	Alexandre,	Pas	de	protection	supplémentaire	pour	les	caribous	de	Val-d’Or,	LE	DEVOIR,	June	8,	2017,	
http://www.ledevoir.com/environnement/actualites-sur-l-environnement/500696/caribous.		
4	The	Waswanipi	Cree	Call	to	Protect	Their	Last	Pristine	Land,	NRDC,	Jan.	31,	2017,	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqb6DbW0jEM&feature=youtu.be.		
5	Swift,	Anthony,	Report	Shows	Logging	Threatens	Quebec’s	Boreal	Forest,	NRDC,	Oct.,	20,	2016,	
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/anthony-swift/report-shows-logging-threatens-quebecs-boreal-forest.		
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Condemned	to	a	Zoo:	A	shocking	and	misinformed	proposal	
	
On	April	21,	2017,	the	Quebec	Government	announced	its	plan	to	capture	the	Val-d’Or	herd	
and	transport	it	to	the	Saint-Félicien	Zoo	250	miles	away	from	its	home	range.6	At	the	zoo,	
the	plan	was	to	hold	the	caribou	in	an	enclosure	1/100	the	size	of	their	protected	habitat.7		
	
The	Val-d’Or	herd	is	one	seven	woodland	caribou	herds	in	Quebec.8	Woodland	caribou,	not	
to	be	confused	with	the	close-related	migratory	caribou,9	depend	upon	intact	boreal	forest	
habitat	and	are	highly	sensitive	to	industrial	disturbances.	Woodland	caribou	herds	are	
threatened	across	the	province,	particularly	because	of	unsustainable	logging,	which	for	
decades	has	taken	a	devastating	toll	on	their	habitat.10	The	Val-d’Or	herd,	as	one	of	only	
																																																								
6	Montgomery,	Marc,	Quebec	plans	for	caribou	shock	environmental	groups,	RCI,	April	25,	2017,	
http://www.rcinet.ca/en/2017/04/25/quebec-plans-for-caribou-shock-environmental-groups/.		
7	Hamilton,	Graeme,	Driven	to	brink	of	extinction,	wild	Quebec	caribou	herd	being	moved	to	a	zoo,	NATIONAL	POST,	
April	26,	2017,	http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/driven-to-brink-of-extinction-wild-quebec-caribou-
herd-being-moved-to-a-zoo.		
8	Environment	Canada,	Scientific	Assessment	to	Inform	the	Identification	of	Critical	Habitat	for	Woodland	Caribou	
(Ranger	tarandus	caribou),	Boreal	Population,	in	Canada,	2011,	p.	126.	Accessed	at:	
http://ec.gc.ca/data_donnees/STB-DGST/001/Anthropogeneic_Disturbance_Mapping_Methods_Appendix_-
_ENGLISH.pdf.		
9	Woodland	Caribou,	Natural	Resources	Canada,	http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/forests/canada/conservation-
protection/13201.		
10	Smith,	W.	&	R.	Cheng,	Five	Percent	of	Canada’s	Pristine	Forests	are	Fragmented	or	Degraded,	Affecting	Up	to	Six	
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two	herds	remaining	in	the	southern	part	of	Quebec,	has	been	particularly	hard-hit	by	
forest	degradation.	Located	in	the	Abitibi-Témiscamingue	region	of	Quebec,	about	300	
miles	northwest	of	Montreal,	the	Val-d’Or	herd	ranges	over	approximately	500,000	acres	of	
boreal	forest	and	peatlands.11	Over	decades	of	industry	encroachment	into	Val-d’Or	
caribou’s	habitat,	the	region	has	become	increasingly	degraded,	and	their	numbers	have	
plummeted.	According	to	a	June	2017	report	from	the	Bureau	d’audiences	publiques	sur	
l’environnement	(BAPE),	a	Quebec	government	agency,	the	region	is	80%	degraded,12	
which	far	exceeds	the	35%	degradation	limit	after	which	a	herd	is	unlikely	to	be	self-
sustaining.13	
	

	
	
	
While	the	plan	to	relocate	the	caribou	to	the	zoo	was	ostensibly	to	protect	the	declining	

																																																																																																																																																																																			
Endangered	Species,	GLOBAL	FOREST	WATCH,	Aug.	16,	2016,	http://blog.globalforestwatch.org/gfw-
community/partner-posts/partner-post-five-percent-of-canadas-pristine-forests-are-fragmented-or-degraded-
affecting-up-to-six-endangered-species.html.		
11	Bordeleau,	Jean-Paul,	La	Réserve	de	biodiversité	des	Caribous-de-Val-d’Or,	HUMANIMA,	
http://www.humanima.com/decouverte/fr/article/la-reserve-de-biodiversite-des-caribous-de-val&prev=search.		
12	Bureau	d’audiences	publiques	sur	l’environnement,	Projet	d’ouverture	et	d’exploitation	de	la	mine	Akasaba	
Ouest	à	Val-d’Or,	May	2017,	p.	xi.	Accessed	at:	
http://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/sections/rapports/publications/bape333.pdf.		
13	Id.	at	73.		
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herd,	it	was	not	based	on	any	scientific	recommendation,	and	scientists	themselves	
condemned	the	move.14	Not	only	would	the	caribou	have	been	unlikely	to	prosper	in	the	
zoo’s	small	enclosure,	but,	past	experience	indicates	that	wild	caribou	will	not	survive	in	a	
zoo.	In	July	2015,	19	of	the	Saint-Félicien	Zoo’s	21	caribou	died	of	unknown	causes,	though	
speculation	is	that	it	was	due	to	a	blood	parasite.15	Furthermore,	the	capture	and	transport	
of	the	herd	would	have	been	rife	with	risk.	The	stress	of	being	hunted	by	helicopter	
through	the	forest	and	driven	onto	frozen	lakes	to	be	captured,16	followed	by	a	250-mile	
trek	to	an	enclosed	habitat,	would	have	had	a	high	probably	of	harming	and	even	killing	
some	members	of	the	herd.		
	
The	public	outcry	in	response	to	the	announcement	was	fierce.	A	petition	with	the	slogan	
#pasauzoo	(translated	as	“not	to	the	zoo”)	coordinated	by	Nature	Quebec,	SNAP	Quebec,	
and	Action	Boréale	garnered	over	15,000	signatures,17	while	citizens	staged	protests	at	the	
headquarters	of	Eacom,	which	logs	in	the	herd’s	habitat.18	First	Nations	who	have	called	the	
region	home	for	millennia,	including	the	Algonquin	communities	of	Pikogan	and	Lac	Simon,	
spoke	out	against	the	relocation	of	the	herd	and	against	the	fact	that	they	were	never	
consulted.19	These	two	First	Nations	questioned	the	science	behind	the	decision	and	
expressed	concern	over	what	this	means	for	the	protection	of	the	region.		
	
Because	of	this	widespread	public	response,	the	Saint-Félicien	Zoo	decided	to	pull	out	of	
the	plan.	The	zoo’s	CEO	cited	public	pressure	and	the	fact	that	the	relocation	was	not	
socially	accepted.20	Cornered,	the	Quebec	government	admitted	that	its	relocation	plan	was	
not	based	upon	any	scientific	recommendation	and	decided	to	abandon	it.21		
	
This	is,	without	a	doubt,	great	news	for	Quebec’s	conservation	community	and	the	Val-d’Or	
herd.	However,	the	Quebec	government	has	stated	that	it	will	not	take	any	additional	
measures	to	protect	the	herd	or	stem	the	tide	of	logging	and	mining.22	This	is	particularly	
troubling	given	that	earlier	this	year	the	province	approved	a	logging	road	that	will	go	
directly	through	the	herd’s	habitat.23	Nor	has	the	government	acknowledged	its	
																																																								
14	Caribous:	travaux	autorisés	contre	l’avis	des	scientifiques,	SNAP	QUÉBEC,	May	5,	2017,	
http://snapqc.org/communiques/caribous-travaux-autorises-contre-lavis-des-scientifiques.		
15	Nearly	entire	caribou	herd	at	St-Félicien	zoo	mysteriously	dies,	CBC	NEWS,	Aug.	8,	2015,	
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/nearly-entire-caribou-herd-at-st-f%C3%A9licien-zoo-mysteriously-dies-
1.3184408.		
16	Graeme,	supra	note	7.			
17	Nos	Derniers	Caribous	Pas	Au	Zoo!,	http://www.pasauzoo.org/.		
18	Déplacement	des	caribous	de	Val-d’Or:	mainifestation	devant	les	bureau	d’Eacom	à	Montréal,	RADIO-CANADA,	
May	19,	2017,	http://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1034860/hard-caribous-forestiers-zoo-st-felicien-manifestation.		
19	Lacroix,	Guy,	Les	Algonquins	s’opposent	au	transfert	des	caribous,	L’ÉCHO	ABITIBIEN,	April	25,	2017,	
http://www.lechoabitibien.ca/actualites/2017/4/25/les-algonquins-sopposent-au-transfert-des-caribous.html.		
20	Radio-Canada,	supra	note	1.	
21	Shields,	A.	&	M.	Sioui,	Québec	renounce	au	transfert	des	caribous	de	Val-d’Or,	LE	DEVOIR,	June	7,	2017,	
http://www.ledevoir.com/environnement/actualites-sur-l-environnement/500572/quebec-renonce-au-transfert-
des-caribous-de-val-d-or.		
22	Shields,	supra	note	3.	
23	Gendron,	Stéphanie,	Québec	autorise	la	construction	d’une	route	contre	l’avis	de	ses	experts,	LE	JOURNAL	DE	
MONTRÉAL,	May	5,	2017,	http://www.journaldemontreal.com/2017/05/05/une-route-sur-le-territoire-des-caribous-
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responsibility	for	the	decline	of	the	herd,	having	continuously	chosen	industrial	
development	over	saving	the	caribou’s	forest	habitat	for	the	last	25	years.	Now	that	
relocating	the	herd	to	the	zoo	is	off	the	table,	Quebec	is	once	again	turning	a	blind	eye	to	
the	herd’s	protection.	
	
Choosing	Industry	over	Caribou:	A	History	of	Government	Inaction	Leading	to	the	
Herd’s	Decline	
	
The	Quebec	government	has	known	for	decades	that	the	Val-d’Or	herd	was	teetering	on	the	
brink	of	extinction,24	yet	it	has	continued	to	prioritize	rampant	logging	and	mining	in	the	
region	over	protecting	caribou.	Since	1984,	when	the	Ministère	de	l’Énergie	et	des	
Ressources	naturelles	(MER)	first	proposed	opening	up	the	region	to	logging,	
environmental	groups,	First	Nations,	and	scientists	have	warned	of	the	effect	this	would	
have	on	the	herd.	At	the	time,	the	Val-d’Or	herd	had	approximately	50	individuals	–	what	is	
now	considered	the	minimum	number	for	the	herd	to	be	viable	in	the	long	term.25	
Throughout	the	1980s,	the	government’s	own	scientists	warned	of	the	impact	that	logging	
would	have	on	the	herd.26		
	
In	1989,	the	Quebec	government	decided	to	ignore	all	of	these	warnings	and	opened	up	the	
region	to	logging.27		
	
As	the	logging	began,	warnings	about	the	herd’s	decline	continued	to	pile	up.	Scientific	
studies	in	1995	and	2001	showed	that,	without	increased	caribou	protections,	the	herd	had	
an	insufficient	reproductive	rate	to	survive	long-term.28	In	2004,	the	Quebec	Union	for	the	
Conservation	of	Nature	(QUCN)	deemed	the	herd’s	situation	to	be	“urgent”	and	
recommended	protecting	the	herd’s	entire	range.29	That	same	year,	a	case	study	from	the	
National	Round	Table	on	the	Environment	and	the	Economy	found	that	“[c]aribou	
management	is	the	headline	conservation	concern	in	the	Abitibi	region….”30	In	2009,	at	the	
Adik	Conference	on	the	future	of	the	herd,	Luc	Bélisle	of	the	Quebec	Ministry	of	Natural	
Resources	said	the	Val-d’Or	herd	was	the	most	threatened	herd	in	Quebec.31	In	2010,	
																																																																																																																																																																																			
malgre-des-avis-defavorables-dexperts.		
24	Nature	Québec,	Le	caribou	forestier,	p.	5.	Accessed	at:	
http://collectifcaribou.ca/images/documents_site/DEP11_Fichescaribou.pdf.		
25	Montgomery,	supra	note	2.		
26	Jacob,	Henri,	Requiem	pour	le	caribou	de	Val-d’Or,	HUFFPOST,	June	20,	2013,	
http://quebec.huffingtonpost.ca/henri-jacob/caribou-val-d-or-danger_b_3467991.html.		
27	Jacob,	Henri	&	Richard	Desjardins,	Les	Caribous	de	Val-d’Or,	Plus	Que	Des	0,25	$,	L’INDICE	BOHÉMIEN,	May	30,	
2017,	http://indicebohemien.org/chroniques/2017/05/les-caribous-de-val-dor-plus-que-des-0-25#.WUQbjBPyuRv.		
28		
29	Position	de	L’Union	Québécoise	pour	la	Conservation	de	la	Nature	sur	la	Création	des	Réserves	de	Biodiversité	des	
Lacs	Vaudray	et	Joannès	et	du	Lac	Sabourin,	UQCN,	Oct.	2004,	p.	19.	Accessed	at:	
http://www.naturequebec.org/fichiers/Aires_protegees/ME04-10-15_Vaudray-Joannes_Lac-Sabourin.pdf.		
30	Boursier,	Alexandre,	A	Case	Study	of	Conservation	in	the	Abitibi	Region	–	Québec/Ontario	Border,	NATIONAL	ROUND	
TABLE	ON	THE	ENVIRONMENT	AND	THE	ECONOMY,	July	21,	2004,	p.	42.	Accessed	at:	
http://warming.apps01.yorku.ca/library/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/NRTEE-2004-A-Case-Study-of-
Conservation-in-the-Abitibi-Region-Qu%C3%A9becOntario-Border.pdf.		
31	Leboeuf,	Louise,	Le	caribou	forestier	du	secteur	de	Val-d’Or	en	danger	de	disparation:	<<	Il	faut	agir	
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advocacy	group	l’Action	Boréale	Abitibi-Témiscamingue	(ABAT)	called	for	a	halt	to	new	
disturbances	in	the	herd’s	habitat	as	the	only	potential	means	of	protecting	the	herd.32	
	
Meanwhile,	monitoring	showed	an	accelerating	decline	in	the	herd’s	numbers:	40	
individuals	in	1994,	30	in	2008,	20	in	2014,33	and	now	no	more	than	15.34		Nevertheless,	
the	province	continued	to	approve	logging	and	mining	projects,	and	refused	to	close	access	
roads	that	were	opening	the	region	to	hunting,	fishing,	ATVs,	and	other	recreation.		
	

	

	
Despite	the	growing	scientific	evidence	of	the	poor	outlook	for	the	herd,	the	Quebec	
government	took	only	minimal	measures	to	save	the	caribou.	While	management	plans	for	
the	Val-d’Or	region	have	been	in	place	since	1989,35	these	have	fallen	well	short	of	what	

																																																																																																																																																																																			
maintenant>>	Action	Boréale	de	l’Abitibi-Témiscamingue,	AMECQ,	March	15,	2010,	
https://amecq.ca/2010/03/15/le-caribou-forestier-du-secteur-de-val-dor-en-danger-de-disparation-il-faut-agir-
maintenant-action-boreale-de-labitibi-temiscamingue/.		
32	Id.		
33	Grondin,	Louise,	Standing	Committee	on	Environment	and	Sustainable	Development,	June	18,	2015.	Accessed	at:	
http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/ENVI/meeting-63/evidence.		
34	Sparks,	Riley,	Environmental	advocates	disturbed	by	logging	activity	in	Quebec	caribou	habitat,	NATIONAL	
OBSERVER,	March	3,	2017,	http://www.nationalobserver.com/2017/03/03/news/environmental-advocates-
disturbed-logging-activity-quebec-caribou-habitat.		
35	Forêts,	Faune	et	Parcs	Québec,	Protection	des	espèces	menacées	ou	vulnérables,	
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was	necessary	to	save	the	herd.	Rather	than	stopping	the	primary	cause	of	decline,	the	
degradation	of	the	region’s	forest,	these	management	plans	relied	on	piecemeal	measures,	
such	as	limiting	access	near	calving	and	rutting	areas	during	certain	times	of	the	year.		
	
It	wasn’t	until	2009,	25	years	after	the	first	warnings,	that	the	Quebec	government	created	
the	Réserve	de	Biodiversité	des	Caribous-de-Val-d’Or	for	the	herd.36	But	at	100,000	acres,	
this	reserve	is	only	one-third	the	size	of	what	scientists	and	activists	had	called	for	over	
more	than	a	decade	to	fully	protect	the	herd’s	habitat.37	Furthermore,	this	reserve	is	far	
from	untouched.	At	the	time	of	its	creation,	the	reserve	already	contained	private	lodges	
and	hunting	camps	and	was	open	to	recreation,	seriously	undermining	the	quality	of	the	
habitat	for	the	disturbance-sensitive	caribou.	In	2012,	after	two	years	of	inaction	from	the	
Quebec	government,	many	members	of	a	government-led	recovery	committee,	including	
ABAT	and	several	first	nations,	resigned	rather	than	be	“complicit”	in	the	decline	of	the	
herd.38		
	
The	Quebec	government’s	continued	prioritization	of	industry	over	the	Val-d’Or	herd	has	
only	become	more	apparent	in	the	last	year.		Even	with	the	Val-d’Or	herd	on	the	brink	of	
calamity,	in	2017	the	Quebec	Government	approved	the	Eacom	Timber	Corporation’s	
application	to	construct	an	access	road	directly	through	critical	caribou	habitat.39	
According	to	the	government’s	own	scientists,	this	road	violates	the	regional	wildlife	
management	plan	and	will	have	dramatic	consequences	for	caribou	in	the	region.40	In	a	
move	denounced	by	environmental	groups,	this	road	will	now	also	be	used	by	the	Agnico	
Eagle	mining	to	carry	copper	and	gold	ore	from	its	planned	Akasaba	West	mine	just	5km	
from	the	caribou	reserve.41		
	
Learning	from	the	tragedy	facing	the	Val-d’Or	herd	
	

“	I	will	not	sacrifice	a	single	forestry	job	for	the	caribou.”	
-Philippe	Couillard,	Quebec	Premier	

	
The	decline	of	the	Val-d’Or	herd	could	potentially	have	been	prevented	had	Quebec	heeded	
the	warnings	of	its	scientists	and	placed	the	necessary	limitations	on	logging	in	the	region.	
It	is	a	cautionary	tale	of	what	will	happen	throughout	Quebec	if	the	government	does	not	
begin	prioritizing	conservation	over	indiscriminate	logging.		
	

																																																																																																																																																																																			
http://www.mffp.gouv.qc.ca/publications/enligne/forets/criteres-
indicateurs/1/121/Faune/Plans_amenag_part.asp.		
36	Nature	Québec,	supra	note	24,	at	p.	8.		
37	http://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/sections/mandats/8reserves_abitibi-temiscamingue/documents/DM17.pdf.		
38	Jacob	&	Desjardins,	supra	note	27.		
39	Shields,	Alexandre,	Caribous:	Québec	a	ingoré	des	avis	de	ses	experts,	LE	DEVOIR,	May	5,	2017,	
http://www.ledevoir.com/environnement/actualites-sur-l-environnement/498049/caribous-forestiers-de-val-d-or.		
40	Id.		
41	PRNewswire,	Projet	d’ouverture	et	d’exploitation	de	la	mine	Akasaba	Ouest	à	Val-d’Or	–	Le	rapport	du	BAPE	est	
maintenant	public,	BENZINGA,	June	2,	2017,	https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/17/06/n9557887/projet-
douverture-et-dexploitation-de-la-mine-akasaba-ouest-val-dor-le-.		
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As	NRDC’s	experts	have	discussed	in	earlier	blogs,42	Quebec	has	fallen	far	short	of	its	
promises	and	federal	obligation	to	protect	its	precious	woodland	caribou.	Quebec	has	not	
taken	meaningful	steps	to	implement	its	province-wide	2016	Habitat	Stewardship	Plan,	nor	
has	it	set	timetables	for	doing	so,	even	though	this	plan	contained	“immediate”	measures	to	
be	taken.	Furthermore,	Quebec	has	continued	to	authorize	cutting	in	the	Montagnes	
Blanches	region	and	it	has	failed	to	protect	the	Broadback	region,	even	though	it	promised	
to	protect	these	areas	as	first	priorities	in	its	Habitat	Stewardship	Plan.43	
	
Even	where	the	province	has	taken	action	to	protect	caribou,	it	has	undermined	these	
measures	by	allowing	continued	development.	After	signing	an	historic	agreement	in	2015	
with	the	Cree	Nation	Government	that	contains	language	regarding	further	protections	in	
the	Broadback,	the	government	of	Quebec	continued	to	approve	logging	roads	precariously	
close	to	the	proposed	Broadback	preserve	and	into	the	intact	forest,	critical	caribou	habitat.	
Two	of	these	new	logging	roads	are	scheduled	to	be	built	in	the	summer	of	2017.44	
	

	
Woodland	caribou	
Government	of	Canada	

	
Quebec’s	premier,	Philippe	Couillard,	explicitly	addressed	prioritizing	economic	
development	over	caribou.	During	his	2014	election	campaign,	Couillard	stated,	“I	will	not	

																																																								
42	Axelrod,	Joshua,	Woodland	Caribou:	Canadian	Icon	on	the	Brink,	NRDC,	Feb.	22,	2017,	
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/josh-axelrod/woodland-caribou-canadian-icon-brink.		
43	Boudreault,	Pier-Olivier,	Drapeau	rouge	pour	les	Montagnes	Blanches,	SNAP	QUÉBEC,	Dec.	8,	2016,	
http://snapqc.org/news/drapeau-rouge-pour-les-montagnes-blanches.		
44	Sparks,	supra	note	34.		
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sacrifice	a	single	forestry	job	for	the	caribou.”45	So	far	he	has	lived	up	to	this	campaign	
promise.		
	
It’s	imperative	that	the	Quebec	government	learn	from	its	inaction	in	Val-d’Or.	While	it	may	
ultimately	be	too	late	to	save	the	Val-d’Or	caribou,	the	province	still	has	the	chance	to	take	
meaningful	measures	to	protect	the	habitat	of	other	woodland	caribou	herds	throughout	
Quebec.	Forests	with	vital	caribou	habitat	like	the	Broadback,	La	Sarre,	and	Montagnes	
Blanches	regions	require	immediate	protection	to	stem	the	tide	of	logging	that	has	been	
wreaking	havoc	on	the	forest	ecosystems.	Protecting	the	caribou	in	these	regions	also	
means	protecting	the	livelihoods	and	cultures	of	First	Nations	across	Canada	who	have	
lived	in	the	boreal	forest	for	thousands	of	years.	The	Waswanipi	Cree,46	for	example,	have	
been	fighting	for	over	a	decade	for	the	protection	of	their	ancestral	homeland,	the	
Broadback,	which	is	also	critical	caribou	habitat.		
	
If	the	Quebec	government	remedies	its	past	inaction	by	protecting	the	Broadback	and	other	
critical	intact	boreal	forest	and	releasing	substantive	management	plans,	the	legacy	of	the	
Val-d’Or	herd	can	be	sparking	meaningful	caribou	conservation	throughout	the	province	
and	the	protection	of	First	Nations’	way	of	life.	Quebec	should	turn	its	attention	to	
protecting	the	other	woodland	caribou	herds	to	prevent	them	from	suffering	the	same	fate.	
As	such,	we	recommend	Quebec	take	the	following	measures	in	the	near	term:	
	

• Submit	detailed,	effective	caribou	conservation	plans	in	October	2017,	as	required	
under	the	federal	caribou	recovery	strategy.		

• Prevent	logging	in	in	Quebec’s	boreal	woodland	caribou	ranges,	including	the	
Broadback	Woodland	Valley	and	the	Montagnes	Blanches	(White	Mountains)	region,	
until	scientifically	sound	caribou	recovery	plans	are	in	place	in	the	province.	

• Place	the	Broadback	River	Valley	forest	under	permanent	protection	as	called	for	by	
the	Waswanipi	Cree.	

	
There	is	a	scene	in	Charles	Dickens’	A	Christmas	Carol	when	Ebenezer	Scrooge	is	given	a	
glimpse	of	his	dark	future	if	he	continues	down	his	current	path.	In	anguish,	he	cries,	
“Assure	me	that	I	yet	may	change	these	shadows	you	have	shown	me,	by	an	altered	life!”	
The	fate	of	the	Val-d’Or	caribou	is	Quebec’s	Ghost	of	Christmas	Future,	showing	what	could	
happen	if	the	province	does	not	prioritize	conservation	of	its	boreal	forests.	Quebec	should	
take	this	all-too-real	vision	as	a	warning,	and	begin	fulfilling	its	promises	to	protect	this	
iconic,	majestic	species.		
	
NRDC	would	like	to	extend	a	special	thank	you	to	Henri	Jacob	of	Action	Boréale	for	providing	
essential	background	information	for	this	issue	brief.			

																																																								
45	Couillard:	les	jobs	avant	les	caribous,	LE	QUOTIDIEN,	March	9,	2014,	http://www.lapresse.ca/le-
quotidien/actualites/201403/08/01-4745891-couillard-les-jobs-avant-les-caribous.php.		
46	Casey-Lefkowitz,	Susan,	Canada’s	Forest	Industry	Papers	Over	Threat	to	the	Boreal,	NRDC,	Feb.	27,	2017,	
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/susan-casey-lefkowitz/canadas-forest-industry-papers-over-threat-boreal.		


