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The Yurok Tribe Urges You to Vote “NO” to HR 23 Because it Threatens the  

Klamath River Salmon Fishery and Undermines the Tribal Trust Duty 
 
July 12, 2017 
 
 On behalf of the members of the The Yurok Tribe—the largest federally recognized Indian 
tribe in California—we urge your opposition to HR 23, the Gaining Responsibility on Water Act of 
2017, introduced by Rep. Valadao.  The legislation ignores settled, century-old Indian and water law 
principles and may push the already-devastated Klamath River salmon fishery to extinction.  
Because HR 23 threatens the Tribe’s most important resource, salmon, by precluding critical 
instream water flows to fight off fish disease during salmon migration, and because the legislation 
strips away critical federal Indian water rights law by subverting federal law in favor of state law, the 
Yurok Tribe opposes HR 23 and urges you to vote NO on the bill. 
 
 Through section 402 of HR 23, the legislation prioritizes out-of-basin agricultural diversions 
and upends statutory and common law that supports the imperiled Klamath River salmon fishery. 
Just this year, federal courts upheld the statutory authority of the federal government to release 
water from the Lewiston Dam, a part of the Trinity River Division, to suppress deadly fish disease 
rates during fall salmon migration in the downstream Klamath River.  These cold-water releases are 
essential because Klamath River conditions—due to a series of upstream dams that slow and warm 
up water flows, making prime fish disease conditions—have caused fish kills in the past, including 
the devastating 2002 event that killed upwards of 70,000 adult salmon during the Yurok fishing 
season. In fact, the Trinity River water releases have been the only successful tool to avoid 
subsequent catastrophic fish kills. Now, HR 23 strips the federal agencies’ ability to provide this 
water down the river to protect the Trinity and Klamath ecosystems, threatening the Yurok’s most 
important cultural resource and its most valuable trust resource—the salmon fishery.   
 
 HR 23 is problematic in many more ways.  The bill is an opaque attempt at taking water 
away from fish, curtailing Indian water rights and trust resources, and will imperil natural 
ecosystems, all in favor of large-scale agricultural interests. Simply put, the Yurok Tribe will not 
support any legislation that threatens our most important resources—the Klamath salmon and the 
Klamath River ecosystem. This particular legislation has such far-ranging negative impacts on other 
tribes and river ecosystems that it cannot be supported in good faith by any federal government 
body charged with upholding the tribal trust responsibility.   

 
      Thank you for your consideration, 
       

The Yurok Tribal Council 


