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Saving Our Seas:
Protecting Our Oceans for the Future
Healthy oceans are essential to our survival. They provide food, jobs, and recreation that we
rely on. They create the very air we breathe. But our oceans and coasts are facing innumerable
threats—from overexploitation and pollution to ocean acidification and invasive species—
and need urgent attention. The National Ocean Policy, adopted by President Obama in July
2010, improves the way we manage our oceans, reducing duplicative efforts and conflicting
government actions, and focusing attention on the most serious issues jeopardizing ocean
health. We must ensure that sufficient funding is dedicated to the National Ocean Policy
to protect our oceans and coasts, and the communities and economies they support, for
generations to come.
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America’s Oceans and Coasts are
Ecologically and Economically
Valuable
Healthy oceans and coasts are a vital part of a healthy
U.S. economy. The area of ocean controlled by the United
States is greater than the country’s total land mass, and our
ocean economy contributes more than twice the economic
output of the entire farm sector.1 A significant amount of
this economic strength comes from recreation, tourism, and
fishing, which depend on clean beaches, clean water, and
abundant fish and wildlife. Caring for our oceans and coasts
will protect America’s economy and jobs.
“The fact of the matter is our oceans are in deep trouble.
They are not going to get better unless we begin to pay
coordinated, concentrated, well-funded attention to their
improvement.”
– William Ruckelshaus, EPA Administrator (1970-1973)
and Member, U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy2

The National Ocean Policy Will
Help Protect Our Ocean and Coastal
Communities
The National Ocean Policy is a landmark action. It was
established through Executive Order #13547 and has long
been recommended by leading ocean experts, including
two different national commissions: the congressionallyestablished U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, appointed
by George W. Bush, and the independent Pew Oceans
Commission, chaired by the Honorable Leon Panetta.
The President’s Executive Order was issued after a yearlong public outreach process that shaped the Policy and
its implementing framework. Discussions were held with
stakeholders from commercial and recreational fishing,
shipping and ports, energy developers, conservationists,
scientists, and other ocean users to develop a policy that will
protect, maintain, and restore our ocean resources so we can
continue to fish, swim and enjoy our oceans and coasts for
generations to come.
Specifically, the National Ocean Policy established
a framework for regional ocean partnerships, made
up of federal agencies, state governments, and tribes,
to determine—with robust public and stakeholder
involvement—how the ocean and coasts in their region can
be sustainably used and protected. Better planning can help
protect ocean wildlife, provide cleaner water on our beaches,
and provide greater certainty for offshore businesses.

“A new national ocean policy—especially as it creates
a unified framework for effective coastal and marine
spatial planning—is critical to the Nation and to the ability
of the Coast Guard to execute its mission.”
– Admiral Thad Allen (Ret.)3

The National Ocean Council Will
Improve Ocean Management
A new National Ocean Council of existing federal agencies
was created to implement the policy. The Council will ensure
that all government agencies that play a role in ocean-related
work—from fishing to shipping to offshore energy and
coastal development—communicate with each other and
coordinate their efforts. The National Ocean Policy does not
replace or override existing statute, or alter the jurisdiction
of any agency. Instead, the policy improves coordination of
the more than 140 laws and 20 different federal entities that
currently govern our ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes. Better
cooperation at the federal, regional, and state levels will
advance ocean health and sustainable use.

The National Ocean Policy Needs
Funding and Support
The National Ocean Policy is a huge victory for everyone who
treasures the wonder of the seas, who values ocean life, who
flocks to the beach, who loves seafood, and who makes a living
on or from the water. Your help is needed to make sure the
National Ocean Policy protects and restores our oceans and
coasts, and the communities and economies they support.
Congress should ensure that sufficient funds are available
to implement elements important to the National Ocean
Policy, for example; $10 million is needed in the FY2014 NOAA
budget. Efforts to reduce or eliminate federal funds for the
development and implementation of the National Ocean
Policy would be a “penny wise and pound foolish” approach
to ocean, coastal and Great Lakes governance and should be
opposed.
“We need a national ocean policy that commits the nation
to protecting our oceans as a national trust. We must
improve coordination of policies among federal, state, and
local governments on an ecosystem basis. We must control
pollution, manage coastal development and restore our
fisheries. And we must increase our investment in better
science, research and education.”
– Leon Panetta, U.S. Secretary of Defense,
former Chair, Pew Oceans Commission4

Learn more! “Ocean Blueprint" is a short NRDC film about protecting ocean ecosystem health.
To view, visit http://www.nrdc.org/oceanblueprint.
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