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June 10, 2020 (updated June 15 with additional signatures) 

 

The Honorable Roger Wicker    The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
Chairman                                                                                  Ranking Member 
Committee on Commerce, Science,                                      Committee, on Commerce, Science 
and Transportation                                                                   and Transportation 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building   511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
     
 
 
Dear Chairman Wicker and Ranking Member Cantwell: 

 

We write this letter – supported by over 90 scientists -  to express our opposition to the White House 
nomination of Nancy Beck to Chair the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC).1   
 
Nancy Beck is currently detailed to the White House, where she is empowered to oversee the chemical 
evaluations that she was in charge of developing while serving as the political head of the EPA’s Office of 
Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention (OCSPP).2 In that role she led the implementation of the 
revised Toxics Substances Control Act (TSCA), updated in 2016 by Congress to ensure that chemical 
substances and mixtures are evaluated and regulated so as not to present an unreasonable risk to 
human health or the environment, including infants, children, pregnant women, workers, and the 
elderly.3 
 
Under Beck’s leadership, her office issued a TSCA Systematic Review document that was strongly 
criticized by scientists:  

“The EPA officially calls the method a “systematic review” framework for TSCA, but it is 
systematic in name only, as it falls far short of best practices for systematic reviews. Application 
of the TSCA method will exclude relevant research from chemical assessments, leading to 
underestimation of health risks and resulting in inadequate policies that allow unsafe chemical 
exposures, thus harming public health. The TSCA systematic review method could be especially 
detrimental for populations more vulnerable to chemical exposures, such as pregnant women 
and children.”4 

Among its many flaws, Beck’s notion of a “systematic review” incorporates one of her most harmful 
policy positions – to discount epidemiologic evidence if all the raw data (including information on 
individual study participants) are not made public. Beck argued for this in public comments to EPA, while 
she was still working for the American Chemistry Council, the chemical industry trade association, 
immediately prior to her move to EPA.5  
 
Beck’s dangerous and unscientific policy – to discount relevant evidence from human populations – is 
also at the center of EPA’s discredited so-called ‘Science Transparency Rule’ that was strongly criticized 
by experts including academic scientists, EPA’s own Science Advisory Board, and the Bipartisan Policy 
Center, among others. 6 In fact, “[E]ditors-in-chief of five major scientific journals in May 2018, reflected 
alarm that the proposal’s push for ‘transparency’ would be used as a mechanism for suppressing the use 
of relevant scientific evidence in policy-making, including public-health regulations.”7 Even The 
Economist opposed the rule, in an editorial titled ‘Swamp Science’ emphasizing that it would stifle 
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science, and hamstring health protective regulations.8 In summary, Beck’s views are long-standing and 
inconsistent with scientific best practices.9 
 
Beck’s approaches consistently disregarded scientific best practices, favor chemical manufacturers, and 
put vulnerable populations in harm’s way. As one of her first acts at EPA, Beck refused to finalize the 
2017 proposed ban on methylene chloride (MC) in paint strippers for consumer uses and most 
commercial uses. Four people died of MC asphyxiation between the time the ban was proposed and 
when EPA finally took partial, inadequate action. When Beck’s office did ultimately finalize the ban, after 
a two-year delay, it excluded commercial products, thus stripping worker protections.10  
 
Nancy Beck’s disregard for worker protections also runs through the TSCA chemical evaluations that she 
oversaw. The TSCA chemical risk evaluations - including TCE, methylene chloride, 1,4 dioxane, carbon 
tetrachloride and 1-bromopropane – presume that personal protective equipment (PPE) is available, in 
good working condition, provided to all workers that need it, fitted properly, used consistently, and 
adequately protective in all situations of workplace exposure to chemicals. However, EPA’s Scientific 
Advisory Committee on Chemicals (SACC) has repeatedly underscored that an expectation of universal 
and effective PPE use is in fact contrary to the scientific evidence of real-world workplace practice and 
contrary to established principles of worker protection:11  “[M]any members of the Committee believed 
EPA should place more emphasis on the limited likelihood that respiratory protection will be adopted 
without specific occupational exposure guidelines . . . EPA’s characterization of reasonable risk relying on 
use of PPE is not sufficiently supported by the practical realities of many workplaces,”12 Yet, EPA has 
maintained that  it will continue this unscientific and unprotective approach  in its upcoming chemical 
assessments, including for formaldehyde: “EPA also plans to consider the effect(s) that engineering 
controls (EC) and/or personal protective equipment (PPE) have on occupational exposure levels as part of 
the draft risk evaluation.” 13  
 
EPA’s fictitious assumption of 100% PPE availability use is only one of numerous policy decisions made 
by Nancy Beck that are contrary to scientific practice and undermine protection for children, consumers, 
first responders and other workers.  A federal court overturned the decision by Beck’s office to 
unlawfully exclude common sources of exposure to  lead and asbestos – two of the most notoriously 
dangerous chemicals known to science – from TSCA risk evaluations.14 Beck’s approach would have 
ignored exposures to leaded paint, lead water pipes, asbestos insulation, and other toxic consumer 
products. Beck’s unwillingness to include a half-century of scientific evidence on the health harms of 
even low levels of lead and asbestos in her office’s risk evaluations is deeply disturbing. 
 
The risk evaluations prepared under Beck’s leadership have also failed to consider the potential impacts 
of exposure to chemicals from drinking water, air pollution, and contaminated soil – justifying this 
exclusion by claiming that other environmental statutes address these exposure pathways.  Here again, 
EPA has refused to alter its unscientific approach, despite repeated criticism from the Agency’s own 
Scientific Advisory Committee on Chemicals: “Exposure scenarios that include consumers are important 
given the known presence of 1,4-Dioxane in plastics, other commercially available products, surface 
water, drinking water, groundwater, and in sediments. The Committee also had concerns that the 
omission of these multiple routes of exposure puts workers who inhale or ingest 1,4-Dioxane outside the 
workplace at even greater risk.”15 The Science Advisory Committee further noted that this exclusionary 
approach, “strayed from basic risk assessment principles by omitting well known exposure routes such 
as water consumption by all occupationally and non-occupationally-exposed humans as well as similar 
exposures to other biological receptors.”16 The Scientific Advisory Committee on Chemicals similarly 
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pushed back on Beck’s EPA in its review of 1-Bromopropane for failing to include air emissions and other 
environmental releases.17  
 
EPA’s pesticide office also fell under Beck’s leadership, where she withheld needed protection for 
children, agricultural workers and rural communities by blocking the proposed cancellation of the 
neurotoxic organophosphate pesticide chlorpyrifos.18  Prenatal exposure to chlorpyrifos is linked to 
neurodevelopmental disorders including impaired cognition, behavioral problems, and delayed social 
development in children.19  
 
Under Beck’s leadership, EPA delayed children’s protections for lead by failing to update the hazard 
standard for lead paint – contrary to decades of scientific evidence showing harm, and in violation of a 
federal court order.20 
 
And, under Beck’s leadership, EPA failed to take meaningful action to address the crisis of PFAS 
chemicals that contaminate our drinking water, food, and consumer products.  Beck had the authority to 
take numerous steps to gather additional information, inform the public and impose restrictions on the 
use of PFAS – but she did none of those things.  Congress has been forced to step in and require action 
by EPA, yet even the records released illustrate Beck’s attempts to weaken those actions mandated by 
Congress. 
 
If she was  confirmed as Chair of the Consumer Product Safety Commission, Nancy Beck would be in a 
position to rollback important consumer protections including the CPSC’s planned rulemaking to limit 
toxic  flame retardant chemicals in furniture including children’s products;21 and, the CPSC’s recently 
adopted bans on certain phthalate chemicals in toys and other children’s products.22 These classes of 
chemicals are linked to reproductive impairment, neurological impacts, and disruption of critical 
hormones.  The CPSC’s actions are supported by a decade of scientific evidence, expert peer review and 
multiple opportunities for stakeholder and public comment.  
 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission must provide important public protections from dangers 
associated with consumer products including toys, children’s products, home furnishings, cleaning 
supplies, and some building materials.  There is no place for Nancy Beck in such an Agency. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Jennifer Sass, PhD 
Senior Scientist, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Professorial Lecturer, George Washington University 
Washington, DC 
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Academic and government affiliation provided for identification purposes only; does not imply institutional 
support. 
 
Laura Anderko PhD RN 
Robert and Kathleen Scanlon Endowed Chair in Values Based Health Care & Professor 
School of Nursing & Health Studies 
Georgetown University 
Washington, DC  
 
John R. Balmes, MD 
Professor of Medicine, University of California, San Francisco 
Professor of Environmental Health Sciences, School of Public Health,  
University of California, Berkeley 
 
David C. Bellinger, PhD MSc 
Professor of Neurology 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston Children's Hospital 
 
David Bezanson, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist, retired 
University of California San Francisco 
 
Linda S. Birnbaum, PhD, DABT, ATS 
Scientist Emeritus and Former Director  
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences and National Toxicology Program 
Research Triangle Park, NC 
 
Asa Bradman, PhD, MS 
Center for Environmental Research and Children's Health (CERCH) 
Associate Adj. Professor of Environmental Health Sciences 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Joseph M. Braun, RN, MSPH, PhD  
Associate Professor of Epidemiology 
Director, Center for Environmental Health and Technology 
Brown University School of Public Health 
Providence, RI 
 
Phil Brown, PhD            
University Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Health Sciences 
Director, Social Science Environmental Health Research Institute 
Northeastern University               
Boston, MA  
 
Jessie Buckley, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor, Environmental Health and Engineering 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, Maryland 
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Thomas A. Burke, PhD, MPH 
Former Deputy Assistant Administrator of Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Office of Research 
and Development (ORD), and EPA Science Advisor. 
Jacob I and Irene B. Fabrikant Professor and Chair in Health Risk and Society 
Director, Risk Sciences and Public Policy Institute 
Johns Hopkins University 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Carla Campbell, MD, MS, FAAP 
Retired pediatrican and public health physician 
Las Cruces, NM 
 
Nicholas Chartres, PhD 
Associate Research Scientist, Science & Policy 
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment (PRHE) 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
Aimin Chen, MD, PhD 
Professor of Epidemiology 
Department of Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Informatics  
Perelman School of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Margart Chen,MD 
Clinical Professor, emeritus 
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences  
University of California, San Francisco 
 
Marie V Coignet, PhD 
Oakland, CA 
 
Jeanne A. Conry, MD, PhD 
President elect,  
The International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics 
 
Robin Cooper, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Dept of Psychiatry, Langley Porter Psychiatric Institute, School of Medicine 
University of California, San Francisco  
 
Brett Doherty, PhD, MSPH 
Epidemiology Department 
Dartmouth College 
 
Stephanie M. Engel, PhD 
Professor and Associate Chair of Epidemiology 
Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
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Barbara C. Erny, MD  
Medical Liaison for International Programs  
ASCRS Foundation  
 
Brenda Eskenazi, PhD 
Professor, School of Public Health  
Division of Epidemiology  
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Penelope A. Fenner-Crisp, PhD 
Former Deputy Director and Senior Science Advisor 
Office of Pesticide Programs 
Retired, US Environmental Protection Agency 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Adam M Finkel, ScD, MPP, CIH 
Clinical Professor of Environmental Health Sciences 
University of Michigan School of Public Health 
 
Katherine A Foster, MD, FAAP 
Pediatric Hospitalist, Retired 
Kaiser-Permanent Santa Rosa 
Associate Clinical Professor, Retired 
UCSF Dept of Community Medicine 
San Francisco, CA 
Member, Physicians for Social Responsibility SFBA Environmental Health Committee 
 
Mary Fox, PhD, MPH  
Assistant Professor, Health Policy and Management 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Victoria Frye, MPH, DrPH 
Associate Medical Professor 
City University of New York School of Medicine 
New York, NY  
 
Tova Fuller MD PhD 
Assistant Clinical Professor  
Department of Psychiatry 
Langley Porter Psychiatric Institute 
University of California San Francisco 
Vice President, Nuclear Abolition Committee Chair 
SF Bay Area Physicians for Social Responsibility 
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Mary Gant, MS 
Policy Analyst 
Retired, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
Bethesda, MD 
 
Steven G. Gilbert, PhD, DABT 
INND (Institute of Neurotoxicology & Neurological Disorders) 
Seattle, WA 
 
Gretchen T. Goldman, PhD 
Research Director, The Center for Science and Democracy (she/her) 
Union of Concerned Scientists  
 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
Associate Adjunct Professor 
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment 
Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences 
UCSF School of Medicine  
and Past-President 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Tracy Gregoire 
Learning Disabilities Association of America 
Healthy Children Project Director 
 
Tina Grosowsky, MA 
Mass Elder Climate Action 
Hudson, MA 
 
Dale Hattis, PhD 
Clark University 
 
Russ Hauser MD, ScD, MPH 
Chair, Department of Environmental Health 
Frederick Lee Hisaw Professor of Reproductive Physiology  
Professor of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology  
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health                            
Professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Biology  
Harvard Medical School 
 
Shelley A. Hearne, DrPH 
Inaugural Alfred Sommer and Michael Klag Decanal Professor of the Practice for Public Health Advocacy 
Director, Center for Public Health Advocacy 
Department of Health Policy and Management 
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health 
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Yogi Hendlin, MSc, PhD 
Environmental Health Initiative 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
Irva Hertz-Picciotto, PhD 
Director, Environmental Health Sciences Core Center 
Professor and VC for Research, Department of Public Health Sciences 
MIND Institute Program on Epidemiology of Autism and Neurodevelopment 
University of California, Davis 
 
Deborah Hirtz, MD 
Professor, Neurological Sciences and Pediatrics 
University of Vermont School of Medicine 
Burlington, VT 
 
Katie Huffling, RN, MS, CNM, FAAN 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
 
Richard J Jackson MD MPH 
Professor emeritus, UCLA Fielding School of Public Health 
Former Director, CDC National Center for Environmental Health 
Former State of California Public Health Officer 
 
Jennifer Jinot, PhD 
Retired, US Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Camille Jones MD MPH 
Retired, Assistant Health Commissioner 
 
Margaret R. Karagas, MS, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Epidemiology 
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth 
 
Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, FAAP 
Director, Program for Global Public Health and the Common Good 
Director, Global Observatory on Pollution and Health 
Professor of Biology 
Schiller Institute for Integrated Science and Society 
Chestnut Hill, MA 
 
Bruce P. Lanphear, MD, MPH 
President, International Society for Children's Health & the Environment 
Professor, Simon Fraser University,  
Vancouver, BC, Canada 
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Arthur Lavin, MD FAAP 
Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
 
Rainer Lohmann, PhD 
Graduate School of Oceanography  
University of Rhode Island 
Narragansett, RI  
 
Erin R Lutes, MS, RN, PHN, CNS 
University of California, San Francisco 
San Francisco Department of Public Health 
Samuel Merritt University 
 
Emily Marquez, PhD 
Staff Scientist  
Pesticide Action Network 
 
Michael J. Martin, MD, MPH, MBA 
Associate Clinical Professor 
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics  
University of California, San Francisco 
Chair, Environment & Health Committee, Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) National 
 
Duncan Maru, MD, PhD 
NYC Health & Hospitals / Elmhurst Hospital Center 
Arnhold Institute for Global Health and   
Departments of Global Health, Pediatrics, and General Internal Medicine,  
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Queens, NY 
 
David Michaels, PhD, MPH 
Professor l Department of Environmental and Occupational Health 
Milken Institute School of Public Health l  
The George Washington University 
Former Asst Sec US Occupational Safety and Health Admin 
 
Mark Miller, MD, MPH 
Associate Clinical Professor 
University California, San Francisco 
 
Pamela Miller, MEn 
Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
 
Mark A. Mitchell MD, MPH, FACPM 
Co-Chair, Commission on Environmental Health 
National Medical Association 



10 
 

 
Rachel Morello-Frosch, PhD, MPH 
Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Policy and Management & 
School of Public Health 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
J.P. Myers, PhD 
Adjunct Professor of Chemistry 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Chief Scientist, Environmental Health Sciences Charlottesville VA 
 
Pasky Pascual, PhD 
Retired, US Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Deborah Passey, PhD 
Division of Epidemiology 
University of Utah 
 
Heather B Patisaul, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research 
College of Sciences 
Center for Human Health and the Environment 
NC State University 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Jerome A. Paulson, MD, FAAP 
Professor Emeritus 
of Pediatrics and of Environmental & Occupational Health 
George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences and  
George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public Health 
Washington, DC 
 
Devon Payne-Sturges, DrPH 
Associate Professor, Maryland Institute for Applied Environmental Health, School of Public Health,  
University of Maryland, College Park, MD 
 
Frederica Perera, DrPH, PhD 
Professor of Public Health 
Director Translational Research and Founding Director 
Columbia Center for Children's Environmental Health 
Mailman School of Public Health  
Columbia University, NY 
 
Janet Perlman, MD, MPH 
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics 
University of California, San Francisco 
UCB-UCSF Joint Medical Program, University of California San Francisco 
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Christopher J. Portier, PhD 
Former Director, National Center for Environmental Health and 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
Adjunct Professor, Emory University 
Visiting Professor, University of Maastricht 
 
Swati Rayasam, MSc 
Science Associate, Science & Policy 
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment (PRHE) 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
Jeffrey B. Ritterman, M.D. 
Lifelong Medical Care 
San Pablo, CA 
 
Beate Ritz, MD, PhD 
Professor of Epidemiology, Environmental Health, and Neurology 
Fielding School of Public Health and School of Medicine 
University of California Los Angeles 
 
Leslie Rubin, MD 
The Rubin Center for Autism and Developmental Pediatrics 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics,  
Emory University School of Medicine 
 
Rupal Sanghvi, MPH  
Founding Principal, HealthxDesign 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Katherine Schaff, DrPH, MPH 
Public Health Justice Collective  
San Francisco, CA 
 
Susan L Schantz, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology 
Urbana, IL 
 
Ted Schettler MD, MPH 
Science Director 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
 
Rachel M. Shaffer, MPH 
UW Seattle School of Public Health 
Seattle, WA  
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Veena Singla, PhD 
Senior Scientist 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Emerald Snow, MSPH, MA 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Ana M. Soto, MD 
Professor, Department of Immunology 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Boston, MA 
 
Donna M. Staton, MD MPH 
Program Director 
International Community Access to Child Health (ICATCH) Grant Program 
American Academy of Pediatrics’ Section on Global Health (SOGH) 
 
Elizabeth Southerland, Ph.D. 
Former Director of Science and Technology 
Office of Water 
Retired, US Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Patrice Sutton, MPH 
Research Scientist 
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment  
University of California San Francisco 
 
Maureen Swanson, MPA 
Director, Environmental Risk Reduction & Project TENDR 
The Arc 
 
Jean-Luc Szpakowski MD  
Gastroenterologist  
Highland Hospital  
Oakland CA 
 
Tanya Khemet Taiwo, MPH, PhD 
Co-Director, Community Engagement Core 
Environmental Health Sciences Center 
University of California, Davis  
 
Gary Timm, MS 
Former Chief of the Chemical Testing Branch 
Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics 
Retired, US Environmental Protection Agency 
 
 



13 
 

Tarlise Townsend, PhD 
Department of Population Health, NYU School of Medicine 
New York, NY 
 
Wendy E. Wagner, JD, MES 
Joe A. Worsham Centennial Professor 
University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX 
 
Thomas Webster, PhD 
Professor, Dept Environmental Health 
Boston University School of Public Health 
 
Robin  M. Whyatt, DrPH 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Environmental Health Sciences 
Mailman School of Public Health 
Columbia University, NY 
 
Mary L. Williams, M.D. 
Clinical Professor of Dermatology and Pediatrics 
University of California San Francisco 
 
Tracey Woodruff, PhD, MPH 
Alison S Carlson Endowed Professor & Director  
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment, Dept Ob/Gyn 
PRL Institute for Health Policy Studies 
University of California, San Francisco 
 
R. Thomas Zoeller, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
Biology Department 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
 
Ami R. Zota, ScD, MS 
Associate Professor 
Department of Environmental and Occupational Health 
George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services 
Washington, DC 
 
 

1 White House Press Release. President Donald J. Trump Announces Intent to Nominate and Appoint Individuals to 
Key Administration Posts. Issued on: March 2, 2020. Available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-
actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-appoint-individuals-key-administration-posts-32/ 

A New Face at the CPSC? White House to Nominate Dr. Nancy Beck as Chair. The National Law Review, March 3, 
2020 https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-face-cpsc-white-house-to-nominate-dr-nancy-beck-chair 
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2 https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-chemical-safety-and-pollution-prevention-ocspp 

3 The official text of TSCA as amended by the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act of the 21st Century is 
available in the United States Code, from the U.S. Government Printing Office. 15 USC Ch. 53: TOXIC SUBSTANCES 
CONTROL. https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title15/chapter53&edition=prelim 

4 Singla VI, Sutton PM, Woodruff TJ. The Environmental Protection Agency Toxic Substances Control Act Systematic 
Review Method May Curtail Science Used to Inform Policies, With Profound Implications for Public Health. Am J 
Public Health. 2019 Jul;109(7):982-984. doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2019.305068. 

5 Public comments submitted by Nancy Beck on behalf of the American Chemistry Council. Teleconference of the 
Science Advisory Board Chemical Assessment Advisory Committee Augmented for the Review of EPA’s Draft 
Ammonia Assessment 12/17/2014. Available at 
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/MeetingCal/5AC4AB630077A1B385257D860078EA72?OpenDocumen
t.  Direct link at 
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/0B80EDF9EA0C407D85257DAF00797454/$File/ACC+Comments+on+
Ammonia+CAACdraft+report+12152014.pdf 

6 More than forty medical and environmental health professionals with expertise and interest in protecting children 
and their families from exposures to neurotoxic chemicals write to oppose Pruitt’s flawed "censored science" 
proposed rule. July 16, 2018. Available at https://www.nrdc.org/resources/letter-opposing-pruitts-proposed-rule-
restrict-epas-use-science 

Science Advisory Board (SAB) Consideration of EPA Proposed Rule: Strengthening Transparency in Regulatory 
Science. EPA-SAB-18-003. June 28, 2018. Available at 
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentBOARD/4ECB44CA28936083852582BB00
4ADE54/$File/EPA-SAB-18-003+Unsigned.pdf 

Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) comments. EPA-HQ-OA-2018-0259-0670. May, 2018. Available here: 
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA-HQ-OA-2018-0259-0670 

7 Joint statement on EPA proposed rule and public availability of data (2019) H. Holden Thorp, Magdalena Skipper, 
Veronique Kiermer, May Berenbaum, Deborah Sweet, Richard Horton. PLoS Med. 2019 Nov; 16(11): e1003014.  
Published online 2019 Nov 26. doi: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1003014 

Joint statement on EPA proposed rule and public availability of data (2019). H. Holden Thorp, Magdalena Skipper, 
Veronique Kiermer, May Berenbaum, Deborah Sweet, Richard Horton. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2019 Dec 17; 
116(51): 25368.  Published online 2019 Nov 26. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1920635117 

J. Berg et al. Nature http://doi.org/crq8; 2018 

8 The Economist. Swamp science: Scott Pruitt embarks on a campaign to stifle science at the EPA. New policies 
would hamstring clean-air and pesticide standards. April 26, 2018. Available at:  
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2018/04/26/scott-pruitt-embarks-on-a-campaign-to-stifle-science-at-
the-epa 

9 For more information and citations on Nancy Beck, see: Six Ways Nancy Beck Showed Us She Doesn’t Care About 
Us or Science. Genna Reed, Lead Science and Policy Analyst. May 13, 2020. https://blog.ucsusa.org/genna-reed/six-
ways-nancy-beck-doesnt-care-about-science 

10 The deadly omission in EPA’s Methylene Chloride rule. Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment 
Program on Reproductive Health and the Environment, University of California, San Francisco. June 4, 2019. Swati 
Rayasam. Available at https://prheucsf.blog/2019/06/04/the-deadly-omission-in-epas-methylene-chloride-rule/ 

11 Information for all the EPA Science Advisory Committee on Chemicals (SACC)  meetings, including final reports, 
can be found on EPA’s webpage at https://www.epa.gov/tsca-peer-review/science-advisory-committee-chemicals-
meetings 

12 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Science Advisory Committee on Chemicals (SACC) meeting, July 2019. Peer 
Review of the Draft Risk Evaluations for HBCD and 1,4-Dioxane. Final Report, October 2019.  EPA-HQ-OPPT-2019-

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-chemical-safety-and-pollution-prevention-ocspp
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0237-0064. Available at https://www.epa.gov/tsca-peer-review/peer-review-draft-risk-evaluations-hbcd-and-14-
dioxane 

13 Draft Scope of the Risk Evaluation for Formaldehyde, EPA Document # EPA-740-D-20-014, April 2020 (Section 
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